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IMTRODUCTION^ 



Xno.vGM lU i^flmpty^f E^fteRT Barclay 
l£ l}0t likely to p^nAi it nems dfesiraUe to add 
OQC iDtfre Ddcmorial of him to those already 
caciakiig : chieily for the |>urpo6e of briaging 
bis ii£s and labo«r$ into a nanov* poiiit of 
inevf ; and of furnishing many of his oumeroua 
descendants, whose usaal avocations do not 
lead diem to die study of lus writings and cha- 
racter, with a portrait of their honourable prede* 
oessor^that may ^excite their admirationi engage 
their esteem, and induce their imitation. 

jCiait a tJon, indeed, as it is not the source of 
frir^ue, fi> i^iber can it be viitHie's support; 
yet the oxampks of pious Jiien in precediof 
ages are encouragements to the pious of the 
present, aod are a call upon such as ha?e not 

A 



yet arriyed at equal degrees of spiritoal attain* 
ment) to examine the nature of the obstruction* 
Seeing, f< The fame Lbrd over all b rich unto 
*' all that call upon him," we must, probably^ 
seek in ourselves for the caasc of the difference 

which we observe; and should we be persuaded 
to make proof of his riches, goodness* and 
mercy, by calling upon him, in an humUe 
sense of our misery and want, — a wsmt wUch 

no other riches can supply — we shall find it no 
disgrace to our character, to be found <* fol- 
** lowers of them who through faith axxd pa-^ 
*< tience inherit the promises." 

The following account of Robeut Barclay^ 
is comprised under two general heads» The first 
contains a survey of his origin, education, pr6« 
gress in religion, and the chief events of his 
life. The second mentions his writings, the 
time and motives of their publication; asd. 
gives a brief description of their contents. 
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SHORT ACCOUNT, ^c. 



PART I. 

Sh frngm^-^ducailon — -progress In reKgion^^and 
tie chief events of bis life. 

Robert Barclay was born at Gordons- 
toim* in the shire of Murray, the 23d of 
December (then the tenth month) 1648. 
William Penn has mentioned Edinl^urgh as 
the place of his birth; but this, according to 
the account preserved in his family, is erro- 
neous, f His lineal ancestors are traced back, 
b^ unquestionable documents, to Theobald de 

^Meraoirt of the life of Col. D. Barclay of XJtf, artd of hu elde^ 
•on R. Barclay of Ury, p. 31. 

f Genealogical Accoant of the Barclayt of Ury* Rc» 
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Berkeley, who liTed in the reign of David L 
king of Scotland. This king -came to the throne 
in 1 1 24, and was comeqaently contemporary 
vith Henry h of Xngland^soo cfthe N^rmao 
conqueror. 

Alexander de Berkekff the fourth in succes- 
sion from Theobald 9 haying obtained by mar- 
riage, in I35i> the lands of Mathers> the 
family afterwards .bccaise designated by the ^ 
pellauon of De Berkeley of Mither^; until his 
great grandson, called also Alexander, changed 

the name to the present mode c^ spellingi 

■ , ... -■ — 

Barclay. Such a change sterns to iipply but 

* . . • • *•' • • 

Ettle acquaintance with books and records^ 

yet this Alexander was reputed to be a scholar]^ 

and to him are ascribed some verses said to be 

written by a lair J of Miathers, as advice to his 

» 

son. The verses, whoever may have been the 
author, are worth preserving, both for' their 
piety tnd good sense, and, supposing them to h6 
his, as a speciracn of ScQttisb poetry in ikt 
fifteenth century. • -' 



GiS thoQ desire thy house lansr stand. 
And thy successors bruik thy land, 
Abive all things, lief God in fear ; 
Intromit nought ^ith wrangous gear; 
Nor conquess nothing wrangously ; 
With thy ne igh bour keep charity. 
See that thou ^ail «ot Chy estate ; 
Obey doljr thy magiitnte ; 
Oppress not, kit suppert the puke $ 
To- help the common weill take outre* 
Use no deceit; mell not with treason^ 
And to all men do righr and reafon. 
Both unto word and deed be true ; 
All kind of wickednes» eschew. 
Sky n^ man ; nor thereto consent j 
Be nought erael, hot pMknr. 
Allya ay in some guid place* 
With noble, honeft, godlyrxacc. 
Hate huirdome, and all vices flee ; 
Be humble ; haunt guid companie* 
Help thy friend, and do nae wrang. 
And God shall make thy house stand lang. 
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If this be really tke production of the ffnt 
Barclay, it is probable that the spelling of some 
pf the words has been modernised* 

» 

The eighth in descent from Alexander 
Barclay, was David Barclay $ who, being in 
straitened circumstances through expensive 
living, sold his paternal estate of li4(athers, 
after it had remained .300 years in the family, 
and ^Iso a more ancient inheritance which had 
been held 500 years* The designation of 
Barclay of Mathers was consequently lost; and 
in 1648, on the purchase of Ury by David, 
son of the last Barclay of Mathers, and father 
to Robert, the fkmily assumed that of Barclay 
of Ury, which the spirit of feudal times, still 
surviving in Scotland, is disposed to retain. 

This description of pedigree may seem im* 
pertinent in religious biography. It must be 
allowed that, .unconnected with virtue in the. 
descendant, pedigree, when laid in the balance^^ 
«< is altogether lighter than vanity.."* It.se^es^ 



ftttdng aiieh ks hare not' learned m the school 
of Christ, to prompty and to foster, hunAui 
pride. But when we see persons, distinguish^ 
by birth and rank, deeming them ttf little Value^ 
in comparison of ** the excellency of the know* 
•• ledge of Christ Jesus the Lord ;" we peri 
ceite the sincerity and strength of their fiuth^ 
and the prevalence of that power which can 
redeem from the love of earthly enjoyments. ' 
Before entering on the life of Robert 
Barclay, it may be proper to advert for 2 
diort time to that of his father, David Barclay 
of Ury, commonly called Colonel Barclay; 
who was born at Kirktounhill, the seat of the 
Barclays of Mathers, in 1610.* In his yoadt 
he was a volunteer in the army under Gustavus 
Adolphus king of Sweden, in which he rose to 
the rank of major. On the breaking out' of 
the civil wars, he returned home, and becknrdf 
colonel of a regiment of horse on the side oP 

4li^kiag; but on. the success of Cromwdl )a 

• .; 1 

*MeiBCirsp. si» 
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Scotland he lost hit nilitarjr ^iiiploym^t?^ 
which he never after resumed. In 164*1 ^ 
jnanied Katharine Gordon> daagbter of Sir 
Robert Gordon^ of Gordonstoun. 

Notwithftanding his attachment to the rqyal 
cause, he was committed^ after the restoration* 
a prisoner to Edinburghcastle ; but was liberatedi 
without any thing being la^d to his charge, or 
any reason given for his commitment.* In this 
prifon he met with John Swinton^f a perfon who 
had been in the interest of Cromwell, and who 
was confined on that account. Swinton had been 
attainted of treason by the Scottish parliament 
about nine years before, but had escaped into 
England; whence, on the revival of the regal 
government, he was Sent a prisoner to £din« 
burgh. During his residence in England, he 
bad adopted the religious principles of the 
society of Friends; and, when in Edinburgh 

*Biog;Brit. 
^In Kb« |i«iwi|i, ^ 5f b» iafiriled «. The UirA of SvUlMk UB 
I* ted bceo one of tbc fordi of tcniOD." 



fi^^yim' Miit' toutatma to ipm^tlitiii, 
than to ^defend hit li^ Tfak ptrton is nld t» 
htnt bees the iastmmiot of coiiviiiaog ThmA 
t^day oi the tntth of thcte principles i bat^ 
according to his «oiiV aceouM, he did not ph>^ 
kss them openly .tiB a fkw years after, Darid 
Barclay aadecwent the iadigwiee and imprison-' 
ineots» which 'wer» tften the lot of our eatrlf 
friends ; and he died in the year x6M«^ Od 
one oc<:asiooy having met with )NUticakr abase 

from the populace of Abqrdeen^ he leniarkcd 
that he felt more satisfadtiooi as well a» honour, 
in being so itisulted for his refigiouB prindpks^ 

|hatt he used to 6el« when the magistrates to 
pan his fayour were accwtomed to meet him at 
a distance from the eifff and coodnct him to 
public entertainments, in the town»house; ac^ 
gon q»nyln g him aftowanU as onmy miles on 
his way from them. 



, arThe feOeirii^ aceoiuit ofthe dose of hit fifi*/ 
is takeA from the^tesdmoay of iiis.«0D«* • 

In his illness, which coatbued. abaota fen* 
nightf * he aignified a quiet contented oiiiidy 

* fr^y resigned to th« will of God. About 
' two4ay& before his death, feeling his weak- 
f ness with the pain [from the.gravel], in an 

* agony he sftid» I. am gomg now ; and then, in- 
^ stsmtly checking himself, added. But. I siaB 

* ^ to the Lord^ ami te gathered to many of my 

* iretif^en wbo' are gone hefure me; and to my 

* dear xomf . 

< The I ith of the 8th month, between two 

* and three in the .morning, he growing weaker, 
f I drew aigh to him. He said, Zr tbU my 

* eon? 1 said, yea, .and spake a few words agv 

< nifying my travail that He. that loved him 

< might be near him to the end. He answered^ 

* Barcliy't w«rkt| fol. 907* 

fThli wai hU youngest toUf Davidi irly died at tea, about a ytu 
fccftrre. JM wv an aml^e youth, of eaempbry life and cent tr* 
MCiMt and w«i aa icc^flable preacher among Fricadt* 
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iDgt Tdu «r# Mf foihunUf im tin frestnee 9/ 
Godythai tie Lord ii mgb. And ft Iktfe ftfteri 
he «id» ThiparfiS ditcoviry efthe day tfring 
fimm «» higif howgnta a Uttsmg Hhath hem 
-Apupy ami id my fetmfy I My wife desiring to 
know if he woetd have something to ^et hid 
moath, he said it neieded not. She said it 
woald vefresb him. He laid his -hand upon 
his breattf sayiog. He bad that inwardfy thai 
refreshed him. And after a Httle while h6 

ft 

addedy divers times» these wordsf ne truth 
is aver all. 

* An apothecary coming near, he took Iiim 
by the hand> saytng^ ThoU wik hear me wit'* 
neHt that in all thie exercise I have not, teen 
cariotts t9 tamffgr^ nor to fanner theJUsh* He 
answered, Shr^ I can hear witnesr that yom 
have always minded the BetteTf and more sub" 
stantialpart ; and rejoice to sec the blessed end 
the Lard khriogtng you i9t He replied, ^Bw* 



fablfii ant Urn ^^kn^i yetii utfti/eof 
"^ rigbumumeuf (repastMg these iRrotdt t#iee 
f^ofsr^) flbf m>e iear mrim^ t^ imd n^' to 
^ On mpty^ fnfiuwf^ Tkto be called several 
1 tiinefy QwM^ tMPi ^Hfu^.Umtf romiw ^aid 
< again, Jlify.i€fe b h^ tie itord^ • OUerviog a 
i ooiin(ry9iai> cooHOg into the roomy he tbougfas 
^ it had been ojie of baa tCHaadU^ who Ivas a car<< 
« penter I I telHii^ bim k was not he» boe 
^ another,, he laid, Sae lAati 4i/f Umio mdJi^n^^ 

* maxmer ofjuferfluUy ufon my coffit*. 

. • * Aboat three inthe- aftersooa sereraT friends 

* « 

* came to see him. After some words wero 

* spoken^ and Patjdck Livingstone had prayed^ 

* which ended in praises, be held np his bands 
f and said. Amen J An^en for eyer ! And- after 
f they, stood np looking at him, he said, H^v^ 

* preiiaus it the lavi rf Gad /moHg his cUldnu \ 
f and tiiit lome om to another / Tiirdy thaU aU 
f mm ittBw thai ye are Ciriu^e duelfhi^ \fy^ 
fjeme wi an^bew* ttomfttuem u thing ttUtn 



* About eight at Dight^ p^rceivi^g ^OQie tf 

* W^Vs ^^ nidf'Dcar friads^ all nindtbihi^ 

* ward marif Heed not tbjf. outward* Tbcu ii 
' one that doth regards . The L(xrd pf Soit^u hh, 

* nanu^ After be heard the clock strike thite 

< Iq the momiDgtf he said. Now the tim turner* 

< Add alktle after he 'WSLS-hcird to szj^PrwM^ 
^jpniisfJffrahoftojhe, Lord I lei mow thy nr^ 

* vant dffart in fe^e. Inio fby iambf 0- Fatter^ 

* I commit my toufj *firif^/md iody, Tiy willp 
' Q lmd% he done in eartli ae k is m heavau 

* And nOf a Etth a&er fiTeia thje snbrmg, tkt 

« z 2th day of the Sth month, i68$, he fell 

* adecp.' 

He was interred in die baryihg ground at 
Ury^ whieh he had aHotted for his own family, 
gnd for Fdeads* 

Ro»xar Barclay, the sal]ject of tMs nai^ 
cadvie, rccemd the rodimwts of learning in hik 
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iiadve cotrntry, and tAex hxnng gone tbirotigh 
the bed schools there, he was sent to the Scots^ 
College at Paris, of which his uncle Robert 
(son of the last Barclay of Mathers) was the 
rector. Here he made so great a proficiency 
in his studies as to gain ^e notice and praise 
of the masters of the college ; and he dso be- 
came so great a favourite with his uncle, as to 
receiTe the offer of being made his heir, if he 
would ^emam in France. But his &ther, fear- 
ing that he might become tainted with the su« 
perstitions of p6pery, and in compliance with 
has mother's dying re<|uest, went to Paris in 
ofder to bring him home, when he was not 
idach more than fixteen years of age. The 
uncle still endeavoured to prevent his return j 
and proposed' to purchase for htm, and present 
ta^iim immediately, an estate greater than hii 
p^^emal one. Robert repliedt ^ He is my 
< fathert and must be obeyed.* Thus he sacri- 
ficed interest to filial duty : and the uncle, dis- 



i 
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ipb%edl, left hlspniperty^ to t^ cMtgt^ lad td 
pther religious bouses in Fnncc The retail 
pf Rqpert Barclay* to Scothod was in the 
year 1664.'^ 

The foUowiog passage contabsjome account 
of his reli^ous ezperieoce in childhdod and 
youth. It is extradedy nearly in. his own 
words, from the introdu^nto his Treatise on 
Universal. Love: ^ My £rst edttcation> from 

* my in£mcy9 fell amongst the strictest sort of 
■ Calvinbts ; those of pur country being gencr 

* rally acknowledged to be the severest of 

* that sect ; in the heat of zeal surpassing not 

* only Geneva^ from whence they, derive 
^ their pedigree, but all other the Reformed 

* churches abroad, so called* J had scarce got 

* out of my childhood, when I was, by the 

* permission of Divine Providence, cast among 
^ tjie company of Papists ; and my tender years 
*.and immature capacity not being able to with; 

* Memoin, 31, ftc. 



1^ 

, I 

f sifyifl ml* wiftt ' Oie . iorauattons diat ^tti 
f t0ed to proitl^ md to that way, I becam^ 

* ^4c]%'dbfiM widi tKe polludohs thereof; 
^ and continued therein for a tinie, nod! ii 
f pbaoed Ood thuoa^ hii tidi lore and mercy* 

t(0 deliTer Ae'out of those snares, and td 

• • , ^ ■ ^^ 

* give me a clear tinderstandiiig of the evil of 

. . • • • 

* that vmj. Id both these sects I had abun- 

* dant' occasion to receive impressions contrary 

* to this principle of love: seeing the straitness 

* of several of their doctrines, as well as their 

* practice of persecution, do abundantly declare 

* how opposite they are to universal love. The 

* time that intervened betwixt my forsaking the 

* church of Rome, and joining those with 

* whom I now stand engaged, I kept myself 

* free from joining with any sort of people, 

* though I took liberty to hear several ; and 

* my converse was most with those that inveigh . 

* much against Jtt^^m^, and such kind of seve- 

« rity : which latitude may perhaps be esteemed 
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*Ae other extrerae, opposite to the preehe- 

* Bess of these other sects; whereby I also 
^ reeeived an opportonity to know what usually 

* is fttUnded on that side fikewise. As for 

* those I am now joined to, I justly esteem 
^ them to be the true followers and servants of 
•• JesQs Christ/ 

It does not appear that R. Barclay wa^ con* 
iHinced of the truth of Friends' principles, 
Aerely by the means of preaching. In his 
JVpology» Prop. XI. §. 7. speaking of himself, 
lie says, • Who, not by strength of argument, 
^ or by A particular disquisition of each doc*- 
^ t):ine, ^nd .convlpoessent of my understanding 
f' tliereby, came t9 r^eive and bear witness of 

• the Truth 5 but by being secretly reached by 

* this Life^ For whep I came into the silent 
/ assemblies of Cod's people, I felt a secret 

' power amongst them which touched my 
.* heart ; and as I gave way unto it, I found 
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* the eril weakening in mey and the good rane^ 
^ up ; and so I became thus knit and united 

* unto them, hungering more and more after the 
' increase of this power and life^ whereby I 

* might find myself perfectly redeemed*' 

In the month called February^ 1669-70^ 
Robert Barclay married Christian MollisoiH 
daughter of Gilbert Mollison* a merchant ia 
Aberdeen ; and on his marriage settled at Ury^ 
with his father. The issue of this marriage 
was three sons and four daughters ; viz. Robert^ 
David, John, Patience, Katharine, Christian^ 
and jane; all of whom survived him, and were 
living fifty years after his deadi. The ediT* 
cation of these children, on account of th6 
early death of their father, was of course 
much under the care of his widow. 

In the life of John Gratton, there is a pleas* 
ing and instructive account of this excellent 
mother's solicitude, to imbue the tender minds 
of her children, with pipus and good principles* 
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Vht fsfiakgt is as fidlovs: * I obsenred {1694) 

* that whea her children were up xa the morn- 
^ ingy and dressed, she sat down with them'^ 

* before breakfast ; and in a religious mannei* 
^ waited upon the Lord : which pious care> and 

* motherly instruction of her children, whea 
' young, doubtless had its desired eiFect upoo 
^ them ; for, as they grew in years, they also 

* grew in the knowledge of the blessed Truth; 

* and since that time some of them have be- 

* come public preachers thereof/ 

Believing it to be her duty to appear as z 
preacher of righteousness^ she was very soli* 
citotts that her «2cample might, in all respects^ 
correspond with her station. The following 
extracts from the testimony of the monthly 

* 

meeting of Ury, as they exhibit some striking 
traits of the character of this amiable and pious 
womant, will doubtless be acceptable to tho 

hader. 
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( ■■ '' ' '■ * Skt was rel^iously iacKned kem h0 
*■ youth ; and ptibtkly embraced the testimony 

* of Truth, iu the love of it, iu early y$ars^ 
•< viz. about the sixteenth year of her age, and 
^ that through many hardships and sufieringig % 
f in which she walked a^U abng suitably t« 
*■ what she professed. Her travail was great 
f for the prosp^ity of the blessed Truth, and 

s^ * for all who professed it, that they might wit^ 

* ness possessioD» which is far beyond profession* 

* She laid herself out to assist, and give advice 
^ to sick people \ and supplied their necessities^ 
^ especially the poor ;^ many of whom came ten^ 
^ twenty, thirty, and some forty miles, and up* 

* wards, receiving great benefit; for her success 
f was wonderful : and great is the lamentation 

< made for her Femoval, among the poor and sick* 
' She was a well accomplished woman every way, 
f aadof singular virtues, which she improved^ 

< to the praise of the Lord. When we call tc| 



•ttfetf tli« so1idSty» thfc sottndnessy the serious* 
*ipe4s that alfehded h<r ; the care and concern* 

* Ac was tindisr, that no dackness, or uncon- 
♦ccmcdncss tnight be in the church, but that 
< diligence might be used to make our calling 

* and eleetion sure ; the great and daily con- 

* cetti, ^hich wis attended with a good effect,. 
•■for the preservation of her children and grand- 

* children, of whbm she commonly had eight 

* or ten in the family with her ; and how ex- 
*• cmplirily she walkedbefore them ; we cannot 

* avoid lamenting the loss of her. 

* * She ^as taken ill the 1 2th of the 3d rtionih,, 

* 1722 ; and from that time until her removal 
•she continued weakly. Comfortable to us is. 
•■ the remembrante of the many precious season*- 
*^we dicn had in her company^, and under her 
*" ministry ; her concern for the Truth anj" 

* Church's prosperity ctmtmuing with hfer td 
!»tlie liLSti her eaurnost ta^sdl bei&g ^hen, ai iCt 
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* had been all her life loog* to he a' faith&l 
^ labourer for her God ; who had beeo with 

* her, and blessed her with his presence* from 

* her youth upwards ; and who remarkably at- 

* tended her to the drawing of her last breath ; 

* which was in great peace, joy, and quietness* 

* upon the 14th of the 12th month, 1723, iiv 

« 

* the 76th year of her age.* 

Robert Barclay, after his marriage, lived 
about sixteen years with his father ; in which 
time most of the tracts were written, that ha^e 
gained him so much reputation as a religious 
writer* His timehoweyer was not all passed 
in endeavouring to serve the cause of religion 
with his pen. He both a^ed and suffered for 
it* The earliest transaction recorded of him. 
is one which, probably, would not have beea 
expected from a person of the turn of mind 
^vhich Robert Barclay appears, from hit 
jvritings, to have possessed J namely, the passing 
through the streets of Aberdeen clothed in 
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^kcloth.^ This attioD it ' bnnded/ bjr the 
ivriter of his life in the General Biography no\^ 
publishing, with the name of enthusiasm ; and 
is even stigmatized vath marks of contempt, by 
fais eulogist in the Biographia Britannica : by 
each of them, however, his sincerity is allowed. 
After he had thus become ' a spectacle to 
^ men,'f he wrote a short address on the sub- 
ject to the inhabitants of Aberdeen. The 
following extract from it exhibits the motive 
and design of his exposure ; and shows that he 
did not engage in it, without previously open* 

ing his intention to some of his religious asso- 
ciates. * Therefore was I commanded of the 

* Lord to pass through your streets covered 
< with sackcloth and ashes, calling you to repent' 

* ancef that ye might yet be more awakened, 

* and alarmed to take notice of the Lord's 

* voice unto you ; and not to despise these 
^things which belong to your peace, whiht 

« Tbift WM In the /car 1671. f Barclay '« WorXi, k>5. 
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« ^r cUy ktfedhi l«at heratfttf they be hii 

* from your eyes. And the command of the 

* Lord coocerniiig this thing came unto me 
' that yery morning as I awakened^ and the 
f burden thereof was very great $ yeay seemed 

* almost insupportable unto me (for such a 

* thing} until that yery moment, had neycr 

* entered me before, not in the most remote 

* consideration }• And some whom I called^ 

* to declare to them this thing, can bear wit- 

* ness how great was the agony of my spirit i 

* how I besought the X.ord with tears that this 

* cup might pass away from me ; yea, how the 
' pillars of my tabernacle were shaken, and how 

* exceedingly my bones trembled, until I freel^r 

* gave up unto the Lord's will. And this wa$ 
< the end and tendency of my testimony, to call 

* you to repentance, by this signal and singular 

* step ; which I, as to my own will and incli* 

* nation, was as unwilling to be found in, as the 

* worst and the wickedest of you can be averse 



f fnun reeeMog) er layii^ ii td httru lAt tSt 
and er^ otoe of yoa» in whttifi ^ere is yet 
alive the least regard to God» or his fear,, 
contidet and we^h diis matter in the presence 
of God, and by the spirit of Jesot Christ in 
your hearts, which makes all things manifest* 
Search and examinet every one in his own 
soul) how far this warning and foite of tho 
l4ord is appHcafaie «Bto Aem t and how great 
need th^ have to he tnJy hnmUed in theif 
spirits } retamiog unto the Lord in their 
inward pjGOtSy with sa^ true and unfeigned 
repeotancep as answers to the outward clothing> 
of sackcloth,, and being covered with ashes'—^ 
Consider, where are ye who are called Christt 
ians ; among whom it is become a wonder, a 

stone of stumblings or matter of mockery, of 
a ground of rq)roach, for one, in the name of 

the Lord,, lo invite you to repentance, in 
sackcloth andnshes ? Would not thf Heatheit 
condemn you in this timign add wiQ Qofe 



^ Nineveh stiAd up in jodgment against yockf 

9 How is it that ye that are called Christian^ 
^ can willingly give room to every idle mounte- 
^ bank, and can suffer your minds to be drawn 
^out to behold these sinful diyertisements; 
^ which indeed divert the mind from the serious 
*■ sense of God^s fear ? The people can be 
^gathered there, and neither tfie magistrates 
< complain of tamuh, nor yet preachers and 
^ professors cry out against it as delusion or 
' madness. O my friends, consider ; can there 

* be any more strongly deluded, than for 

* people daily to acknowledge and confess they 

* are sinners and sinnmg, in words ; and to 

* startle at that which did so lively represent 
^ unto them what they own to be their own 

* state and condition ? 1 shall add that 

* which upon this occasion, I d^lared unto 

* you, I was for a sign from the Lord unto 
^ ybtt I I desire ye may not be among those 
^ that wonder and perish, but rather repent and 



%bewftd* AtA tUs is my tbdtaimy init9 
f yoa whether yon will bear or forbear, I haTe 
* peace with my God it what I have ifont, 
f and. am satisfied that hh rt^piffingjs I hate 
^ answered in this thing.' 

Hioogh RoBaRT Barclay k^ aom^ ac« 
^oant of the transactiona of his life | yel, the 
avumscript book containing tha;t account having 
^en lost, it is only from the incidental meotioa 
of them in the writings of others, that many 
things respecting him can be collected and ar« 
aanged. 

. Andrew Jaffray intimates, that RoBfCRr 
Barclay sometimes availed himftlf of the op^ 
portunityy which the national congregationa 
afforded, of promulgating the doctrines of the 
society. His firfi yisit to London was probably 
in 1674, as we find from a passage In the jour* 
pal of John Gratton, who in that year, toge* 
iher with Robert Barclay, Patrick Livings 
stone, and William Hague, paid a Visit to the 
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MtxMrioiis Lodtwick MtigglceD^;* fht nest^ 
ytvTf i6f§,f cofljoiiitly whh George Kckby^ 
ht was eogagtd i^ a ^Uic dlstpate with sotntt 
af the-stu{kiits ki ^ u^i^rsky of Aberdeefi.! 
Though this dispute (lid ni»t terminate to thcP 
84tisla^ldn of tht disputants on either side^ yet 
It' Wa& ^ttemledy. as is daid^ with this efiecc^^ 
tjiat It ptQif4de tht tnean^ of cofilanciag four 
#thte4tudebt6/who wcr^ {)art ef the auditory^, 
•f tiKe crath of the pd.&cl{>l«s maii»taaned by* 
RoBSftT Ba^R€i<av* In 1676I he ti'aveiled 
again to London on a religious visit to hi& 
friends ; aiid made a similar visit in Iloiland. 
and Geimany. tn this joaniey he commenced. 
An acqoaintfioce with EKisabeth) princess-f^ala^ 
tine &S ^e Rhine ; with whom, m aippears frooii. 
t letter she wrote to him on his return , he had> 
.« conference on religious subjects. After he 
kad completed this visit) he retnrned to Lob« 
dtOn, where ?ie received intelligence of the im* 

* Gratton's Life, page 68^ Edit. i79j« 
t Barclay'* Workvi p. 569. } Memoin, p. 35^ 
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fraooiheiit m hii wb.tt$ with sonic odicf 
fneodsf at Aberdceik. Ob thit occastOQi hi 
Resented into the bands of ifae Idag, Giarlea 
il. the following petkioii. 

* The state of the ^ase of the people called 
^ Quakers in Scothad, presented unto the 
*king^s consideration. 

* The Council of Scotland having about three 

* months agOf emitted a declaration to reia« 

* force former Acts of Parliament against Con- 
^ « 
< Tenticles, and recommended the execution of 

* them, because of the abuse several persons had 

• 

/ made of the king^'s indulgence^ as the said 
'* declaration intimates ; some inferior magis- 

* trates have taken occasion thereby to imprison 

* many of them ; and some deputies of the 

* county have stretched the laws against con* 

* venticles to the utmost pitch of severity, by 

* heavy fines and tedious imprisonments, al- 
f though their practices and principles never 
^ gave ground for such procedure* 
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« *, It i$^ therdbre, oa MaV of the said (uSen 
f ing peopki with «U siocere reBpect» desired, 

* tku tt would please the kidg ftyourably ta 

* recommend their ca^e to the Council of ScQt^ 
f hod ^ ' that a difierence of character may. be 
5 pat. upon them who have ever lived and 

* behaved themselves peaceably under the pre* 

< sent government, from such that are said, ta 

* have abused the indulgence; with some pre- 
^ sent relief to those harmless sufferers, to pre« 

< vent their utter ruin ; which in all probability 

< will attend so many of them that live by their 
f labour and trade* 

(Signed) < R. Barclay.* 

.» 

By the king's direction the following laconic 
€>rder was quickly underwritten to the remon- 
strance of Barclay, viz. 

^ His majesty is graciously pleased to refer 

* this paper to the right honourable the lords of 
^ his majesty's privy council of Scotland* 

(Signed) * Laudbrdale*' 

WbitebalU Angutt 7tb| . ^ . ^ 

• tdyS, ... 
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J In this year, 1676, BiReLAr's Af^iagf 

was first published. He was then in the 28th 

year of his age* To say mach of his writings, 

in this place^ would be a deviation from the 

plan proposed : but it may not be improper to 

observe, that it is to the credit of Charles II* 

that he took no offence at the Christian freedom, 

which Robert Barclay had used in his fa^ 

mous inscription of that work to him* On the 

contrary, it is not improbable that it made way 

iPor the favourable reception of the remonstrance 

In question. 

We have very little account of the particular 
'bbject of Robert Barclay's visit to the con- 
tinent which has been just mentioned. It may, 
however, be conjectured, that the publication qf 
the Apology, which was printed at Amsterdam^ 
was a part of iu Probably this book was pre- 
sented to the king, on R* Barclay's return 
.from the continent* 

It does not appear that the king's interference 
procured the release of David Barclay and the 
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^titcf pnsontn.'* 6oom •after Rohsilt'^ ttkttk 
fiome, he was himself imprisoned : but he was 
«o far -indulged as to be put into a better> or 
inore properly^ a less disgusting, prison than 
■tjie rest.f 

His commitment was on the 7 th of the 9th 
inonth (November), 1676 ; and in the follow- 
ing month the news of his cpnfinement reached 
liis friend the princess-paUtine, probably witli 
some circumstances of exaggeration, as appears 
from the following letter to her brother, the 
wince Ruperts 

* Dear Brother, 

* I wrote to you some months ago, by 

^ Robert Barcljvy, who passed this way, and 

^ hearing I was yout sister, desired to speak 

• with me. I knew him to be a Quaker hf 

* Beue'a Collection of the Sufieringi of the people caUed Q/uik9^ 

Vol, £. Article Scotland. 

t The Tolbooth at Aberdeen seems to have been divided into ih* 

t 

i^per and lower prisons. The upper was the wone* ' 
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^ ills hat» and took octauon to tnTorm myself 
'* of all their opinions:: tad finding ihcy were 
^ [[accttstoraed^J to submit to magistrates bi 
*< Yeal things, omitting the teremonial, I wished 
"^ in my txean* the king might have many such 
^ subjects. And since, I have heard, that, 
'* notwithstanding his majesty's most gracious 

* letters in liis behalf to the Council of Scot- 

* land, he has been clapped up in jn-ison with. 
^ the rest of liis jfriends, and they threaten to^ 
^ hang them, at least those they call preachers 
^ among them, unless they subscribe their Qwa 
^ banishment $ and this upon ^ law mado 
< against other sects that appeare4 arme4 for 

* the maintenance of their heresy; which goet 
^ directly against the principles of those whi^h 

* are ready to suffer all that can be inflictec^ 
' and still love and pray for their enemies. 

* Therefore, dear brother, if you^can do anjr 

* Uiing to prevent their destruction, I doubt not 

* Tbie word uta$ wanting to makt scnit. 

-■•••. c 
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but jott /vrill do ap action, acceptable tq Gd^ 
Almi^ty^ ajgd conduciTe tq the, service of* 
your royal master : for the Presbyterians Ire 
their violent enemies^ to whom they are an 
eye-sore> as being witnesses against all their 
violent ways. I care not» though his majesty 
see my letter. It is written out of no less aa 
humble affection for him^ than most sensible 
compassion of the innocent sufiTerers. You 
will act herein according to your own dis« 
cretioni and I beseech you still consider me as 

« Yours, 

* Elizabeth.* 

Whilst RoBinT Barclay lay in the Tol- 
booth at Aberdeen, his father was again * com- 
mitted to prison, and lodged in the lower gaol^ 

* It Unot clear how Dfvid B^clay way releaKd firom hbfomcr 
ImprlaenjBent. Several of his fellow-priionert were set at Itbcrtf 
oil diitratoti having been amd« to answer the innt> in whkh thef 
liad been ised; Yet it affwn, from Hcmi Vol* «. p. |t8» th« 
David Birelaf was at home when the distress was levied* vis. Mr 
fsorking oxci^ Cwo cowst a ball, md a foaaUty of c«ra> 



Kb iras^dmitiktcd thc.tith of the m mMn 
(March} i6>77» aheat four m^nthji after hit 
■on'b Imprisonmeiit ; «iid ott the i7dbi, theyi 
vsm hoih reiooTedt with throA oitos^ to a 
piaceiOQt of the towoy ddled the Ottpd. Im 
this Oiainl th&fiw pdapiien tvcrecoofinoGl io i» 
small ipasB^ which aUowed diem little «iQro 
space ifaai was aeeessaiy to hold their beds^ 
It had zhrg^ door whiih w;is ao^ opened ex- 
cept when the keeper brought them food } and 
wlieai It was diut» die pnsonerahad oot Sufficieos 
ii|^ to senre them at their meids. It was usiial 
ndiea the door was 9peBed^ for a. servant to 
come and sweep out the room ; aad because^ 
t» make vnj fer him the pdisoners pccasionally 
stej^ped. a feiwpaoes out of the door, induced 
ftlao'by ^ desireof breathing:for.a ^w minutea 
R foser 2k f the . magistrate of Abetdeen repri^ 
•Qaaded dieirke^er for aUowipg so much in^ 
diligence. The same magbtvate also <kid the 
fei«o» wbo k^^he key of iheir cell, fb]r "pr^ 

• • c i 
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pbsittg^ to let them h^ve'a small place ttnid 
their room^ for the purpose of stowing fuel $ 
and rejected \^ith indignation a proposal t« 
Wiskt another window to their darksome place* 
of confiaement. . Such was then the tttatment 
of a man who. had lately been well received at 
courts ; who had then published a work^whick 
will long render his name eminent in the reli-* 
gious world ; and, it may not be uninstructive 
to add, many of whose numerous descendants 
are now surrounded with most of the acconi<* 
modations that opulence can bestow, and with 
much more th^sk the simplicity of the Christian 
life requires* 

On the 3d of the ad month (April,) vm 
order of the commissioners of the Scottish 
council was made for^removing David from the 
Chapel^ for confining 'him at his country Jiouse^ 
and prohibiting him to. hold meetings, or to g0 
to them. He was therefore rele^ed, but he 
informed the bearers, of the cpnditioosy. that ha 
accepted his liberty, h}x% that, as to the restric* 



iticm,he should act as he saw proper. Robskt 
was ordered to be removed from the Tolbooth 
of Aberdeen (where it seems he was still con* 
•sidered as a prisoneri though, he was really at 
the Chapel) to the Tolbooth of BamiF; to 
which place were also ordered several other 
prisoners. The sheriff gave him his liberty, 
.00 condition of his being forth, comings when he 
should appoint a time to convey hhn to BamfF* 
The king's recommendation to the council 
at Edinburgh^, had been referred by that body 
to certain commissioners appointed for put- 
ting into execution some acts of the. Scottish 
. parliamenty against what was termed * keeping 
* of conventicles, and withdrawers from di* 
' vine worship ;' under which acts the friends 
at Aberdeen had been persecuted ; and by some 
. of these commissioners the decree had been 
made, by which David was liberated, and 
R0BER.T ordered to be removed to Bamff. 
Pceyiouslyi however, to this decree, tlie pri- 
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Mttti in ^cfal had pfcferred ft p^trtlod^ 
the eoancil itself requesting relkfi and Matldg 
therr sufferings ; wRiefc secfm to hare been even 
more grievous than those ivhich RoBikt* 
Barclay and hi$ fbur conrpanlens had endured 
in the Chapel, The council Ikteaed to the re- 
quest ; appointed a day in th^ 5d month C^^j) 
for receif ing froia the commissTonlct^ inibrtiia^ 
tioft respecting the condition and cireamstftftcei 
of the prisoners ; and order^ that^ in tiie mean 
time, they should be provided with better a6^ 
commodations. This order of council caused 
much dispute between the magistrates of Aber- ' 
deen and the under-sheriff: the former iDsist^ 
ing that the sheriff should take to Bamff such; 
prisoners as had been ordered thither by the 
decree of the commissioners; and the latter f0- 
' fusing to donrey themi and preying tke magtt* 
trates to accommodate them better^ in n&titA' 
quence of the council's order, which bore a 
' date subsequent to the commissioners'' decree* 
The contention grew yiolent, and each party 
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eoteret hnad pfotests at hw agaftist the ne* 
gfeerof t&e other. RotitiCT BXRCtAT alsa 
and £he oth€r prlsooers who had been ordered 
to be taken to Bamff, beings as has been said, 
^t large, on their parok, and seeing that neither 
<kf the conten(fing parties would take charge of 
ahem, went before a notary and protested^ * that 

* themselves were freemen, and should pass 

• away about dieir lawful occasions/ Thus 
did RoBfiRT Barclay regain his liberty, the 
9th of the 2d month (April) 1677, after aa 
imprisonment of about five months** 

It may be acceptable to some readers to 
peruse the following letter written by Robert 
Barclay not many days before his release* 
This letter, with the petition before mentioned^ 
probably contributed to his liberation* 

* To James Sharp, Archbishop of St» 

♦ Andrews (so called, ^f 

* My being personally unknown to thee, bat& 

*JBcu«» tBccse* Also MnBoirf» p. a?*- 
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* binilcrcd ne to giK wij to that pnuure ,o^« 

* mind, whereby I h»e felt myself oftentimes 

' mored to write to thee, because I wat loth ' 
' to tronble tbce : but since theie is on address 

* inteaded to be presented to the council, at 
' the first MttiDg, b behalf of me and my 

■ friends, I conld no longer forbear upon this 
*■ occasion) to signify unto thee what hath been 
^upon my mind for some dme towards thee. 

* The address itielf will inform thee, how we 

* have been upwards of a year irapnsoned, and 

* the goods of many poor people miserably 

* spoiled ; of which thou art said to be the 
'chief and principal author) and that the 

* attempting to persecute us, as well as the pro- 

■ secu6oo of it, doth proceed from thy influence 

* as being done either at thy express desire, oc 
' by some others, in hopes thereby to gratify 

* theev How far thou art truly guilty thereoi> 
' thine own conscience can best tell, Sarely 

* such practices {if thou hast, either directly oe 
.'iadiicctly, had a hand In tbem) inlljieither 
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P commend 'thee to God noc good meo* 1 

* jM-esome thou looksst upon it as thy chief 
^hiDDOur^ to be rq)ttted a Qiristian bishop, de« 

* nving thy a«thority from Christ and hit 

* apostles t but diey never ^ye warrant for any 

* kich' doings, beitfg pceachers and practisers of 
^patience, and suffering, but never of perse» 
*^cating» or causing to rob any of their goodf: 
^ or tibesties,. fof their conscience sake. And 
^long. aftei^ even- several centuries, the. primi^ 
^tive bishops abhorred and detested such* pro* 

* ceedings* Hence the excellent and zealous 

* Athanasius, that ** it is tie devU*s woriy and 
^ not God^tyio force men's eontckncu ;**' aiErnv 
ing, « that the bla^hemous Ariant (who were 
^' the first bearing the name of Christians, that 
'' used that practiceV hcpve learned so to dof nfd 
** of Gody hut the devil and his angels*** Consider 
"^ rable are the testimonies, Tettullian, Hsesius, 
^Hilarius, Jierom, and others,, have given to 
* the same truth ;, so< that Ambrosius declares^ 
•'* that . gobg into Fraocei ^ he refused allcmih 
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^ mttmi^tifri 4uM sudi is^p, ttaf hM Ofi^ 

*• tvftf ft^D 'd$ ^trf cKpatftd ftiiffi fat jukf^» 
I e^Mfess 1^ l4oerfy Usl^ft' of Aome gav^ 
large precedietifs^ af socl^ a^tioM i bttt I sup- 
pose thou ^H not »n(^ilie«»'. id be maked 
^moog thenfi-^ or td be aft imitator oi fhem lit. 
diat respett. How fet then an justifiable, in. 
tky conevfrtibg M4<liy ^ adViang tbe perse- 
ctttioft of dM Preiibyteriatt di66efi6eFs« it is oot 
my bttsiiieBS to ^fiermiiie; but I am confident 
^ott an wiliiag it shdttid be jadged> that th^ 
SO doing against thenty is not merely for their 
conscience,, btit because their pn^nciples d6 
aaturallyy or necessarily^ imply an iniiovackMi 
in the state, and thy personal ruin : believing 
not only miKtary resistance just, t^ privet 
themselves agaitast andiority, but also an offen- 
sive endeavour to turn out their superiors, atod 
estabfish themselves in their overthrow, both 
kwful and laudable, as their practice hath^ 

5 aafficiently demonstrated* But should^t tbott 



^ ocf ^Mnicr il pratiTC p€f S6cuVof wsoth tpanA- 

'» uAMtnt iwthiftg df th« kind, uchhcr <h)itt 
• 

* prfttcfyfeiror practices catt be dledg^d, but 

* only- t£K simpk exetcitt of theit CGfnsciences^ 
"^^wouM tat that giv« pfeittifttf occasion for 
^ such as desire to represent thy other actions; 
^ with the worst aspect, to shoui^ whatever 
*thou pretendeet oP tfie stated secnrity, yet 

• 

*• thou art a persecutor of pttpc conscience ';: 
^ since thon showcst thyself suck against those^ 
^against whom, die forber reasons do not 
•hold? And surely it would seem thit the 
*more out p^aceaUe princfples take place 

* ariiong other dissenter s , thy interest will be 
**ihcttt secure: which is a consideration not 
^unworthy of thy notice, as deserving thy 
^fevounible aspect towards us. Ptihaps the 

* •* violence ©f several of Ac preachers,, as some 

* rtiagistrates here, from whom our sufferings 
« originally do flbw,. may at first view seem 

* acceptable to thee,, as faithful friends as well 
^ to the public as to^ thy intorest^: and no> 
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^ doubt they judge with themsel?ei»- that tfa^ 
^ ingratiate themselves. with,thee» in so doing t 
' yet didst thou know them as well as some of 

* us do^ thou mig^tst think it no great ab« 

* surdity to conclude, as well from, their prac- 
'* tices as principles, that they would be no less 
' ready to give thee this same treatment, had 
^ they but opportunity of doing it ; and r^oice 
*more in it, as a great service both to God 

* and the kirk of Scotland: however that is 

* now out of their reach, they make what use 

* of the law they can, both to execute their 

* malice on us, and flatter thee, at this juncture* 
^In short, we have more than reason to be- 
' lieve,. that if thou oppose thyself to this 

* our address, it will not be granted ; and if 
< thou show thyself moderate and flexible, it 

* will, not be denied ;, as no mean persons^ ha^ . 
^ hinted unto us : so as the one will be an evi- 

* dence of thy moderation, the other will be a 

* teftimony of thy inclinations to persecute, I ^. 
.^ wish theoi for thy «ake as well as ours, tb)^ 
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^•iKis occorrenct rather commend thee iHfti 
"^'discommend thee: and thou mayst assure 

< thyself, that the utmost rigour diat can bft 
^ used to us shaH never he ahle to make us dr« 

* part from that living precious truth, that God 

* in his mercy hath revealed unto us, and by us 
"^ is embraced $ nor yet fright us from the pab^ 
'* lie profession »of it, yea, though we should be 
^ pursued to death itself; which, by the grace 
^ of God, we hope chearfiilly to undergo fot 

< the same ; and we doubt not, but God would 
^ out of our ashes, raise witnesseii who should 

* outlive all the Violence and cruelty of man. 
"* And albeit thou thyself shouldst be most 
'* inexorable and violent towards us, thou mayst 

* assure thyself, not to receive any evil from U3 
"• therefore ; who, Ixj the grace of God, have 

' -^ learned to suffer patiently ; and with our 
^ Lord and Master Jesus Christ, to pray for 
^ and love our enemies : yet as thy so doing to 
^ an innocent and inoffensive people, would bo 
^ an irreparable loss (o thy reputation $ so to 



i^ Q^i •£ truths wbpm w^ Hffft ^ik (QittI 
i|>irits, in 4ihe £oif>€i ^ lijs 3cp)» imd tp .«rh0m 
veograiiGe bd^ag^} we kav« %;, who vUl 0^* 
tgtnly 19 fcis own time, «iid irax> ii^eage oiiv 

mor^ tumble t^ tbee, ^4 i^noii m^ris juid^ 
ta he fQarf49 ^ap» ti^ irWept A^t^to^ifr 9€Q«>et 
$issi^M«itiQiEi$ of ^f other ^iktagotMfli^ l^iat . 
tiiou ma^it prev^t both fjie ojhb imk) «hc 
otber* bjjr a Chnstiao xmodewtioftf soitable >t^ 
$bfi office diuMi is^t clmi.i9».iA ^he <kaire:of> 

From thc.Chtptl Prison <xf 
Aberdeen, the a6th of the 
fiitt nwntb, 1677. 



It xnaybeohserTod that ItoBfiHT BA&GI.AV9 
i» tbis lettjpr spoaks ef tbe iaipnsoiuneQt as 
liaving boeii of a y^ar'9 duratiooi; whith oanncrt 
bi true, (Of the tenii of his ovn iOoniineineflt* 
He imiat therefore refer to hb feliov^pnsotterSy 
lyho bad beeo seQecaUy taken up in the first 
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Yiontb of tbe frec^^qg ye^r. T^tb regard to 

the archbishop, it is propable that he relented^ 

thougb ^e 9«it|ior «f sosie shprt meinoirs of 

Davip ^nd Rqb«r.t Barclay^ (prioted %% 

Ai^erdcen in 1740) is not of this opimop, nor 

4oes the ch«raaer ^f Shtif much support it«* 

The shox^ litod protestant epificppfiqf of Scot- 

li«d» nuyf revent some reader^ from recoUeq* 

tiog thaty ai this daiei the ecdesuisti^ai govern* 

m^ of die phnrch of tb^t coun^ was.vq;8ted 

ia bishops* and that the city called St. Andrewi 

"was the metropolitan see* It appears by 

BarCI'Ay's letter that Archbishop Sharp had 

t>een rigorous towards the pre/byterians, ivhoi 

formed the bulk of the community io Scotland. 

His conduct however met with a severe return^ 

for he was murdered in a barbarous mfinner as 

lie was crossing a moor> on lu« retum from a 

sitting of the counciLf 

* See Burnet's History of li!s own tSmei, umo 107^« 
fSecSntnet's History^ anno t079i fidk. 8vo« >7>4i Vol. ii. p. i^C* 
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V RoirSRT Barclay had not long recorerei 
His liberty before he again travelled sonthwardy' 
for we find him at London in the 3d month 
{May), at which time hehad, by appointment, 
^nd ait his own request, a conference with 
William Rogers, of Bristol,* who had joined 
^ome sepai^atists in Westmoreland in opposition 
4o die dbcipline of the Society. Barclay's 
Anarchy of the Ranters had been written, in 
great measure, for the support of discipline. 
It was therefore nactural that such a book and 
its author should attract the censure of Rogers* 
They met, however, in the presence of many 
Iriends; and, what is not very common in suck 
debates, the conference was conducted with 
calmnefs and moderation ; and was followed by 
the acknowledgment of Rogers, that he had 
misapprehended a part of Barclay's baok. 
Rogers however still continued his contro/^ 
fersy with friends j and even wrote again io 

■ 

^^Cottgh'i Hiitory of the Ftople called i^tliers, Vol. iii. f. i^ ^ 
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^•ppdsitioa ta Robert Bakclav's book;* so 
that probably, not tio his yielding temper» but 
ta the moderation and calmness of Barclay'? 
way of treating himy may be attributed his 
c:oncessioss on this occasion. 

The year in which Robert Barclay 
-was released - from prison^ he accompanied 
William Penn in a part of the religious vi^t to 
IJoUand and Germany* of which there is aa 
accpunt published by Penn. They embarked 
the afithof the 5th month (July) 1677+ in 
company with George Fox and some other 
friends. Robert Barclay was with them 
at Rotterdam and Amsterdam. At the latter 
place was held a general meeting of the friends 
of the United provinces, in- which many matters 
were settled and agreed on, relating to the 
discipline of the Society of Friends, and adapt- 

* Cough's Hist iii« 16, 17, Cough tzyt, efToneou»l)r, (p. t j) 
thit the Anarchy of tht RanUrs was written on account of tht 
Amensions in Westmoreland. Sec Barclay's Works, fol p. 898. 

f Penn's Work*) a vol* foU Life of the Author ^rafixoiv 

D 
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td to their ronditioci io those cdnntries. A$ier 
a short stay at Amiterdam» they proceoded t* 
Herwerden^ the resideace of Elizabeth the 
pdncess jpalatine* The principal ot^t of their 
jottmey thither was to wit this pfinceaa^ aid 
Anna Maria de Hornes, coastesi of Homesy 
Ivha was her intimate gc^TttintancB» who iv- 
iridcd iiHich in her h«use» and was» aa welt as 
ifaerself, a wooMa seeking after the best thiogiy 
and a favourer of Mck.(says Peaa). as separate 
themselves from the worl^y for the sake of 
riflfu^ousiiess* 

, Thqr vere reiceived fay the princess and her 
&ieqd» the diay after their arrhral> aboat seven in 
^ n^rniingi Th^ic Ti3it appears to have beeii 
a religious meetings, which lasted till elerciiy 
a#d in which all the friends were engaged in 
jfc^n^ony^* The princess invited them t^ dine 

* Bf this phnie it to b« understood that each of the vUitor^ 

tliought himself required to preach in the meeting. Such declars' 

tlont are called testimonies because they bear witness* or testify to 

> 

thutfrhUh the speaker feels in himself. See on this lul^ct Barclay'* 
Apoloffv i ti^ p oi Ht wii to, V> V V >4* S* H* i SS* 
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i$Hk her^ \Hiich they dcdi»id } but as thef 
«laired aAodier xneettng^ ^e apprinied tm0 
tifdodL in th« afiero<:iOD. Svuh w«re the eairij^ 
faoMts tteff obsarfed. At lUs meedDg Hetml 
tr^fv ^rtiettt bflwdcf the |»iiii8te Mtd couftieas. 
if oonciMel tU &««- feveii hi the 4^emtig« 
WilMitti Fnm thus spcola of it e « The fStcniA 
^ Wofd sboivjed itself a hsmmer tikis dssy i yen 
i -siarper liiaa a two-edged swond, c^vidiirg asun<k 

* d*r betireen the aodi and the tpmt> betwet&p 

* the jointi and rfic mai^ow.-^Wcll,' Itt my 
^ i%kt hand forget ita cunning, and itiy tongua 
^ifcfltve to the Toaf of my ftioiith^ when I fhait 

* fcrgct the lovnqg^iindhess of the Lordr ^<l 
^ the Bvre mercies of our Oody to as his tftivel* 
^ Hag. ssnrants that ^y.' .... 

* *Ilie fbOowing day, titey paid two visits at fhi t 
little GOtiFtf and the day aftcf, which was the 
lint day of the week> thiey held there a meet-'. 
m^ appointed at two o'clock by the directton 
of the princesa; at whiich w^ce pcesent ^ithera 

D a 
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besides those of her househdliL Ampng oilier 
thsngSy Fenn says of this meetings < The iqiiick* 
' ening power andiife of Jesus wrought^ smd 

* reached them ; and victue. from Him in. whom 
1 dwelleth the Godhead bodily, went forth*' 
After this meeting, which held till late in ibt 
eveniogy the visiters took their leave ; . but nod 
before they h&d been witnesses gf the tender 
disposition of mind of the princess; /whOf 
attempting to set forth her sense of the power 
and presence of God prevalent among them,' 
could not proceed, but turned' herself to the 
window, and said; * My heart is full,. I cannot 

* speak to you.' The next day Robert 
Barclay left the cbmpahy, and returned tor 
Amsterdam. It appeals that his return home 
was by way of London. On the road he 
wrote a letter to the princess; which, as it 
gives some account of his immediate circle of 
friends at Aberdeen, and contains other matters 
worthy, of xtmarki is here inserted. 
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* ThcolMdd^ BCtt Loa^on* 

ifith oftht^th iBo»t677^ 

* Dear Friead» 
• By thy letter of the last 'of the month past, 
I understood that the friends were with thee,, 
and was refreshed by the account they gave 
me of thy kind and Christian entertainment 
of them (they having overtaken me in Hol- 
land). God will not be wanting to reward thy 
love, as well as to increase the same. Finding 
ho ready passage straight to Scotland, I came 
over here ; and albeit I had no great expecta- 
tion of success, I resolved once more to try 
thy cousin the duke of York.f So I told 
him, that I understood from Scotland, not- 
withstanding Lauderdale was there, and had 
promised, ere he went, to do something, yet 
our friends' foes were rather increased ; and 

• 

that now there was only one thing to be done» 
which I desired of him ; and that was, to write 
effectually to the duke of Lauderdale, in that 
style wherein Lauderdale might understand 

* MciDOirSi p. 44. f Afterwards jAme» acU 
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^ tlist kB "WW fimous in the bufinefii and did 

* really intend the thing he'didiwrite coacern- 

* ii^ (thould taKc «iiket r wUeh I knew he 

< igkght 40f ^Mid I suppoicd Ae etber might 
« $ies wer } ^eh if he wWd dd» I musi acknow- 
« ledge as a gf esjt kindftesi. P«t if he did wf ite> 
f and not ia that numner, $9 tbet the other 
^ might not sappose hun to he serioi^s^ X ynffvid 

< Fathfir he wouhi e^cv^e hinisejf the irovhte i 
^ desiring whhal tQ excuse my plai^ mani^i^ of 

* dealiogy as being different from cooit way of 
*so)ieitang; att which he f^emed to talie in 

* good part, and said he would so writes as I 

* desired^ for my father and me, but not f(Mr tfco 
^ general** So i>e b^th given me a letter r 
' ^ whether it iQi£f prove effsctoal or not,. I^an« 

* Meaning the peneeuted friends of Aberdeen in general. 
Jamc* sd haa been accnaed of pretending to be the champion of 
liberty of coaCneace, brthe take of opening a way far thfi;eatidilSsh* 

,^ IP««fc of th« QatboUp party. Thif lii»itaM«n of lii* ^ood 99bu t^ 
the Barclaya only, and hia refusal to interest himself for the relief off 
the sufferers in general, does, indeed, favour the opinion thai h« 

^ was a time scrvcri and not a real frie»d to liberty of confcieivc* 
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t odt detennite^ bat of ihit thM m^sf Iffaf 
faeroafter. I am now entthrtd mtb lotf j^r"- 
aty, ahd imend td psssby the way of Ragte/* 
Wkat thou writcst o£ the counsellor «f th6 
eiectort and the ctikr preaclnrty is v^ ac^ 
ceptabk to me to hear ; iirhose joy it t8» t6 
uixlerstand that the eyes of any are opened to 
see the truth as it is in diis day rerealed ; al 
it should be much mare» to hear that aoy 
casM into that universal obedience nrhich 
the iife and power thereof lead to : which 
life and power, as they are felt in the inward 
part* are more than all the words that can be 
spoken $ of which I know, thou hast, nt some 
time% not been iaaeasible ; and therefore my 
soul^ desire for thee i^ that thoa mayst more 
and more conae out of all that which cumbers^ 
to ftel this THtae of truth to operate in^ and 
redeeiii thy soul from aU the difEculties that 
do or may attend thee. This, m the nature 
of it, it' is powerful to do, albeit thy fempta- 

^ tioBS weae faotb^eater and more nunierous 



<1mui tbcy aret.if (Qccwed by tkee m die love 
p£ itf and with a bean fioUy resigned to obey tt^ 
in all its requiriogs ; without consolting with 
flesh and blood, or turning by the plain, and 
simple leadings thereof by wise and fleshly rea- 
sonings, which will never admit of the govern- 
ment and rule of the cross of Christ ; as thou 
well knowest and wilt not refuse to acknow- 
ledge, and therefore art the more concerned 
to watch against it in thy own particular, as 
; I hope in measure thou dost, and my heart's 
.desire is. 
* Thou mayst make mention of my dear and 
tender love to Anna, whose servant, as also 
the French woman, I forget not. To Anna 
I thought to have written apart, but must 
DOW . leave it until another opportunity. If 
thou seest meet to salute that counsellor* of 
the elector in my name, thou mayst do it. I 
shall add no more at present, but that I am, 
' Thy real and unfeigned friend, 

* Robert Barclay.' 
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In fbniHDg'this compilatioiiy no occttrrencv 
has been found recorded of Robert BARCtAr, 
from the date of the foregoing letter till the 9th 
month (Nov.) 1679, ^hen he was again taken,* 
with several other friends, from the meeting at 
Aberdeen, and committed to prison* This con- 
finement was not only of short duration, as they 
were released in about three hours, but it 
proved the last on this account ; for from that 
period the religious meetings of Friends at 
Aberdeen, were held without any molestation 
from the magistrate. The well known interest 
which Robert Barclay possessed at court, 
might in part restrain them from further per* 
secution ; and the constancy of the sufferers 
could scarcely fail of producing an effect favour- 
able to the end for which they suffered ; the 
liberty of assembling to worship God', in the 
way they believed to be most acceptable to him. 

In this year, i679,f Robert Barcla.i; 
obtained a charter fcom Charles..2d. under the 

* 9e9se, f Jilcttioirsy p. ^9, 
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great Mai) e^ectjsg hi* I^cU of IJfry imf » 
Free Barony, with civil a»d crimtAd jwriidicr 
ttoii> to ham and hU hein,* Thb diSMttr WM 
afterwards ratified by aa act of paiiiameati 
the preamble of whidi states it fo be * for 
< the maBy services done by Colooel iDatid 

* Barclay, and his son, the said Robbed 

* BAkclay, to the king and his. most royal 
f progeokors is unoes past.' The baroayi how* 
ever, with all fi^miiar jurisdictions^ w^s ex%in- 
gttishedi 00 the alteration made in the system 
of the government of Scotland^f 

In the year 1^794 ^^ H^^^ visited HoUaad i 
but of this visit no paific«la» have been made 

* It •ecmt fcinarkablc that K. Barclay sbwM with to cnrumber 
kimself with the admiDntracion of cither crimiAal or civil justice^ 
it a tia« when nmiy of its \tfl09 and forms were inconsiatCBt' wtA 
Ibc piofassioii h9 was maMag. If«» mi&Hrfmi psnhaMy w«r«» tho <]b» 
pectatioa of possesstng some personal privilege^ vul the hope of 
preventing, in tome instances, the reference of causes to the (icci> 
man «f less upright jud gcs. 

i By Act «o, Ceo. t. rap. f ^ 

X h^tpoin, p. iS» 



fubiic« fiom« inshets cmtd him tk nlxt 
year ta Bdinboigh % an^ oa tUa occaaiom he 
veceived a fmqdly ktMr fitua tke Dnke. of 
Ycvk* aad two othefs fioom the Earl of Pevtb* 
These letters mark the writen'^ i:capcct tod re* 
gaid fot RaiEiT BAacL^r : fant .^ they ^ 
ngt expioin Ua emplofyfooat»'at the tifoo thoy 
ivno writfec»» it ia not oeeeaoary to preseait 
fktm to the readeff. Ab axtntci of oae of tben 
fiQsn ^ui Earl id Perth» may, liowaftrt kfi 
>teOfih ftnantimu It ia aft fioUawa**^^ I an^ 

* ^^ t9 kear fraMo y«tt ; and A»M be «Md^ 

* ttOfo aa to do y9« aof aenrtee, I bafta yeo 

* hfikm befetof thiagarfnia» tban that 1 msniA 
^ be mvueh diaappointcd with the iji9tahilii3r of 
^ hwiiao eoaditiQn. I d> not ktxk upon any 
^ thii^ here aa sq fixed aa to be vorcky oftoo 
^ Biaek caoceriiy tu c^^^bta to bear we^ht* .1 

* will resolve to be what God pleases, a plowman 
^ or a courtier, or what else may be most for 

* his honour.* 
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In 1682,^ Robert Barclay vnts again in* ' 
LondcNi* He was theo appointed governor of 
h East Jersey in North America, by the proprie* 
tors of that promce, of whom his fiiend the 
Earl of Perth, was one. . He was also him- 
self made a prq)rietor ; and had allotted to hint 
jooo acres of land above his proprietary share,*!- 
that he might grant them to others at his plea- 
sure* These were indttcements held out for . 
his accq)ting the government. Charles zd^ 
confirmed the grant of the government ; and." - 
the royal conunission states that ' such are his * 

* known fidelity and capacity, that he has the' 
< government dudng life^ but that no other 

' < governor after him shall have it longer than 

* for thsee years.' He had also authority to' 
appoint a - deputy-governor,, with a salary of 
four hundred pounds per annum, a sum equal 

*Meffloin, 51. • 

f The word* of the * Memoin*' are * To indacc him to acccgl, 
< thereof, they gifted him a propriety, with five thousand acres 
« mttt, for him to bc«iow as he should think fit.' p. j 1 . 
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to a thousand pdaiuis, or moKf accbrclio|r't9 
' the vahie of money at the present umeii It 
does not appear that any salary was annexed t6 
the^tadoh which he himself fiOed, so that pa- 
tronagCy rather than riches, appears to hare 
heen the immediate effect of the grant. In con« 
sequence of his newly acquired power» he ap* 
pointed Cawen Laurici a merchant of London, 
deputy-governor;* but he never viuted the 
province himself. His brother John,f the 
colonel's second son, settled in East Jersey | 
and the third son, Robb&t's youngest brother, 
a youth of great hopes, died on die voyage, in 
which he had embarked with a similar intention* 
This was the son, whom David Barclay, on his 
death-bed, spoke of with particular af{ection.j: 
The reader will recollect that David Barclay 
had been induced by John Swinton, a fellow 

* The same G. Laurie, to whom, jointly with William Pem and 
Kicolas Lucaa, West Jersey had been attigned for the benefit of 
the creditots of Bylinge, the proprietor. Mine's American Ce»» 

^rapby* 

f Memoirs, 53. i See ptge 10. 
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l&c tol^^oui priftc^nds of FtwimIb*^ Tbit JoliAi 
BitfiBmi fatd «eai jiuuiNid fay iht fsnoMmk 
oF Scddand^ fiter to the bvmhtoir of iht npk 
p Mrm a m t \ «iid> on ica re««Mabliibinentt cam* 
mined to. prison in oomc^eiietf of tbai Mtua^ 
dcr.t ^ ^* ^'^^^ time he hid ^Idopicd the 
pvofesaion of Fikndi } add when «t Itttgtb he 
was lurought to trial» aied celled oe to she^ 
cattse why he aheold sot rec^e oftiteeee ae- 
f ordiog tO' his actafadei^ he waJred seme strong 
9kAd yafid picas i» point of )stw, whieh he might; 
have imide i and I'epliedy that at the time his 
cnines were ie^eted td him < he was ia the 
** gsdl of Utter«es&» and bdod of iniquity ^" but 
^that» G^d having shtt^ called him to thr, 
flight, he aa^u^ and achnewiedged his past 
Serrors i aed did i\ot icfu^se to pay the forfeit^ 

* of them^ even though (in the opinion of his 

„ • ^ « 

* judges) this should extend to his life,* He, 

1 » 

* page 8» f Biog. Brit. Barclay* • 
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va& howeWr rteomaieMfed ta tbe kiii^f » mercf ; 
And kis fife was preseired ; but it is probaUe 
that his ettttes, vAAth irere ferfeited at the 
Restoration^ were not restored to him s mcc 
ixre find lldBSkT BARCtAY, soon after his re» 
turn 6cam London in 1662,* assisting Swinton 
Vith kia ittt«rest and pnrae at Edkibokjfi : thus 
aB9\rermg practically and freely the apostoKc 
expostulation (t Cor. ix. ti.), by permitting 
Swiatcm to reap cama! things, who had sown 
spiritual things to his family'* 

The remainder of the fift of Robsrt 
Barclay is not marked with many* instances 
of public action. Much of it appears to hare 
been passed in tranquility, and in the bosom of 
his famHy ; yet he occasionally made some 
journeys' to promote his private concerns, to 
fierve his relations and neijghboursi <!>r to main- 
tain the cause of his brethren, in religious pro- 
fession. On his return from a journey to th^ 
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ttoghbmurhoodof London^ ^ere he hadbeen 
settling his son at the boarding school^' then 
kept by George Keith, at Theobalds iil Kert«» 
fordshire, his life appears to hare been In 
some danger from tlie attack of a highway- 
man.* His wife had observed him b the 
morning to be more pensive than usual^ and he 
told her that he believed some ttncommon trial 
would that day befal the company ; which 
consisted of himself, his wife, her brother, and 
Aarent Sonmans, a Dutchman, formerly a 
merchant in Holland, but then resident in 
Scotland* When the robber presented Ins 
pistol, Robert Barclay calmly asked him 
* how he came to be so rude,' and took him by 
the arm ; on which the robber let the pistol 
drop, and offered him no further violence: 
but his brother-in-law was rifled ; and Sonmans 
received a mortal wound in the thigh, though 
it was thought, rather accidentally than by 



^ l^¥e:bMi^tH(Ddve M tht urdiire d Em 



Misted^ sti^^ts,- A At>erd«e«i« III the jttst 

emplojccd htaiseif in iMflf att» df frtefldihlp^ 
both to hkiffetibtCB in Ydigtous^pf6fe5sioD| and 
tfrotheri. He had freqo«i<ifC aeecss to ttie khig 
^Jaixies adi;)t' who iHo^v^d Iflixt maiks of great 
fneodsbipf asiiehad done be&Mrr hk ^coessvnii 
Whatever might hate been the princi^a of 
Jamety Barclay^' probably- inAiettced bf th# 
pefsooat.kladtfMs he received from bial, seemi 
to-havt tk<^«vght hiM siflte#e m fab professiond ; 
atid to have conceded a real r^^ for tb6 
iQisgaided andimprud^alinofiarchw 

lb \6t6X be was -much sdieit^dby^Georg^ 
^oift and some otker ftiendsi who knew hia 

* Mcmoirf, p. £8, '^ P* ^ ^ F* S^ 

E 
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laterest at cooit^ to come a|ala toXiondewi^ 

and employ himself on behalf of the sc^«^ 

Though the juoictuFe in which t^ieir appUcatioa 

vas.made, was not a time of persecu^ooy (for 

that had ceased on the acceisfon of James 24») 

3fet the legal incapacity of our friends in con^ 

quence of their refusing to swear ; and the. 

rutnousprocessesy. which were geiierally in8t^- 

tuted against them for tithes, even of sioall 

amount ; together with the little security whioh 

they felt, whilst the penal laws were only sss- 

pended by a power which they knew to be in- 

competent } all these • considerations naturally 

induced them to desire that their ease might 

rest on a surer basis. That they really looked 

to parliament for a radical redress of their 

wrongs^ appears by the following clause of the 

address from the Yearly Meeting in 1687. 

** We hope the good effects thereof (the king's 

'.declaration of Indulgence) m;^ produce such 

• * • 

* Gmglk, Vol. iii. ^ 194, 



•a "cbncnrfence from ■the parliament' as wltt 
•Secure "it to our posterity,*' As Barclay, in 
compliance with the request of Fox and his 
Siends, left home in the Second month ( Apr3) 
that year, there is little doubt that he was pre- 
sent at the Yearly Meeting, which was sitting 
the 19th of the Third month, as appears by 
tiie date of the address. 

l7he applications of the friends in London 
to Robert Barclay, had been made many 
months before he concluded to come to that 
city, and soon after the accession of tlie king* 
It may not be improper to insert, on this oc- 
cation, part of the letter from George Fox» 
with a postscript written by two other friends^ 
as testimonials of their love, and of the sense 
which his friends had of his tisefulness, and 
alacrity in serving the cause he bad espoused. 

^ tUH %dinu U particularly meotloaedt became a tfmtkm€H» 
l» Jamcf ftd. hM been attributed to the Qoakerii 



y *• liaoftooi 1 gclKof the ^ oionCb> t$9B* , 

' The ocpasioD of my writing to thee at this 

* 6flip isy thai Friends were very sensible of the 

< g^eat senrice thou hadst concerning the Tjruthit 
^ with the l^ng and fH .the court ; aod that tho« 

< had^t their «ai: more th^o any ftiendy when 
^ here, and freedom and libeicty op ^rieods' and 

* « 

* Truth's behalf. And now, dear Robsrt, 

* we understanding that the occasion of thy 

< sudden, return concerning the condition thy 

* wife was in, being now over by her being de- 

* liveredo I desire thee, and it is the desire of 

* several other friendsi that, whilst. the door ia 

* open and the way so plain, .thou wouldst be 

* pleased to come to London with speed, or as 

^ soon a$ may be. There is a great service ia 

,'.» .• ■• •• 

< thy comi.ng, upon several account^ more than 

^ I shall mention at this time ; and so I hope 
^ the L'ord will incline thy heart to weigh and 

• - • • ■ •■ • ' » / 
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* The-wkbia desire 4)f 'George Fpx is .also 

* thedesire <if us* aad we ddA oC all tfae 

* fiiends liere : *wc ^lei^efore bope-thfiv wiltdd 
^ xiie needfiil tJieKio. 

^ W« 'are thy real frfewds,. 
* John Osgood, 
^ Francis Camfibi^d/ 

Let not any reader be so fastidious as to coa<^ 
temn the simple stile of George Fox, Though 
unlettered, he possessed a sound judgment and 
a quick apprehension. But had he been, and 
were many more of the advocates for the in- 
ward light of Christ, and for a self denying 
life, deficient in acuteness of understanding, 
this would not detract fronr their virtue, nor 
From the purity and excellence of religion* If 
4lie loActs'of religion &re oftea'filkd' by 'persons 
Bot distinguished by superior, mental accjuisi*^ 
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ibmsf^ ont ctuae ef it may be, the too freqaent 
refusal of talents and It^rmog to bend in sab- 
jecthm to tbe bumbling power of the crbss» 
ft seems difficult to quit this subject widbout 
expressing an ardent wish, that, amidst the 
career of prosperity, and the captivating charms 
of indulgCAcei some reader may be found, who 
may be willing here to pause ; to consider, with 
Barclay, * that the height of all happiness 

• is placed in the true knowledge of God i*f 
and to inquire seriously of the Divine witness 
in the heart, * Am I really concerned to ob- 

* tain, and to preserve this knowledge ; orji is 

* it the whole, or the chief, business of my life, 

• to pursue things of a temporal nature I* 

During this time of Robert Barclay's 
abode in the ' metropolis, he presented to the 
king an address of acknowledgment from the 
jgeneral meeting of Friends at Aberdeen. . He 

^Scc » remark Ale Gaie» in Apok. Pro^. io» § tg, towacds the cnii 
See alio S S3« for Barclay'* own experience. 

f Apol. Prop, u 
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the Tower for ImJ^iBgrefuaed to distribusf^.io 
their rcspsctiTe dioceaes^ the kiag's dedmntiDQ 
for liberty of conscieoce; and fee having rofire* 
sented to the king the grounds of their objec* 
tton to the measw^e* The popular opmtoa was 
in Eivour of the bishops :* yet the former seve- 
rities of some of that order against dissen^rSf 
particularly against Friends, occasioned some 
reflections on them; which, coming tO' the 
knowledge of the imprisoned bishops^ they de- 
clared that the fakers bad belied them^ by re* 
porting that they • had been the death of *wne% 
Robert Barclay being i^ormed of this de- 
claration, went to the Tower; and gave the 
faifhops a well substantiated account of some 
persons having been deuined^ in* prison till 
death, by order of bishops, though they .had 
been apprized of the danger by physicians who 

* Cough, VoL iii. p. 19s. 
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40 4he bishopty that it was ly;f do niwos thetti* 
•temion of Friends t^ publish «iM& -evems, and' 
-^cveby give the kiog» and tbdr oth«r aidveiMk 
tiesi any adtaot;^ ag^Bt them- 

RoaKUT BiJLCtAv wa»4a London /or the 

-laat time in the memon^ year i488«f He 

▼isiied James ad*; and bdag wiiih him near a 

windoWi the king lodted out, and obaervei), 

that ■* the vind was then fair for the prince of 

* Orange to come orcr/ Robert Ba&clav 
replied * it was hard that no expedient 
■ could be found to satbfy the people.* The 
kmg declared < he would do any thing becom* 

* ing a gentleman, except parting with liberty 

* of conscience, which he sever would whilst 
'he lired.* At this time Barclay took a 

* This w^p a period of ifttolcrance wMck bu gWcB^toee to a nor* 
enlightened and Cfanrittian temper. It ia but jaitUe touj, Ihat the 
clergy in general pouew a liberality of icn|imCBt» very diftrtat- 
kom the ipirit of tbat day. 

t Menoirl^ 
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fetf ietoe/c£ rtiM iobg, 4oir vSitdt tr^Ma Ke 
WBS taadh eociM-nod; addiiiiritJi whoni he hiui; 
^ea 6c««raI'tiiQfis.«Q9ig;cd}i]i seHdw dliicoarae^» 
tti the p a ft i Hue ofj&inmc tiuit time. 

^tfnatmkidtt of kisilSct Imu^ sftxnit two yatn^. 

^htefty 4Lt home ; when he eojoyed^tke esteem. 

andregftrdofbis'MighboQn, u«t the comforts 

^ domeaitic sootetjr. In the year t6^ he 

^Q<mipanied James DiokinsoQ, e minister fram 

Cemberlend, in ti religtbus visit to some ptro 

<>f the iKMth^ (f Scotlam^; «nd soon after hi» 

return from this visit, he vrid .seized with fci 

violent fevor, whlchi m a shon tiraej put a 

period to his life, James Dickinson was witb 

him at the time of his ilhess* It was a solemn 

season; and their spirits were tibepJy affected 

widx a sense of the Divine goo<&ess. Rovtitr 

Barclxy, though much oppressed by the dis* 

order, was in a truly resigned', peaceful, mA 

•Christian frame of mind. He expressed his 

love to ali faithfiil Ftiefids in^EnglaIKi, and 
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io stD' die &tthfttl everj il^here ) ^artteritt%«t<» 
fipiencb 10 Cnmberltnd where James Diekkifeoii 
reiidedy and tO' Geoige Fox> for whonoh he 
had a special xegaid; and conduded with these 
comfortable expressioiis.: ' Grod is good sttU : 

* and though I am under a great weight of 

* sickness and weakness^ ytt my peace flow% 
*' This I know^ that v^aterer exercises may be 
< permitted- to come u))oq me, they shaU tend 
^ to God'^ glory, and my salvadon : and in 
^ that I rest.'*'— He died the 3d of the 8th 
month, (October,) in the year 1690, and in 
the 42d year of his age. His^ body was at* 
tended to th&graye at Ury^bymsny of the mo^ 
respectable persons in the neig)ibottrhood« 

Before the conclusion of this part of the 
account respecting Robelt Barclay, it will 
probably be agreeable to the reader, to survey 
the qualities and virtues of this respectable man» 
■draAvn together and placed in a single point (^f 
f iew. From the testimonies of George Po3^ 

*tit^999mioUd* C«ugbf 3d vAl. p. S47« 
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Wiffiam Peniii Patrick XiHogstODe; aii(! 
Aodre^r Jaffiay^ nien who knew him iveO ; 
^nd frbni his life and writings; thefelTowing 
cliaracter of Robert Barclay is faithfully 
defineated. 

He was distinguished by strong mental 
powers, particularly by great penetration, and a 
sound and accurate judgment. His talents 
were much improved by a regular and classical 
location. It does not, however, appear that 
his superior qualifications produced that efation 
of mind, which is too often their attendant : 
he was meek, humble, and ready to allow others 
the merk they possessed. All his passions 
were under the most excellent government. 
Two of his intimate friends, in their character 
of him, declare, that they never knew him to 
be angry. He had the happiness of early per- 
, ceiving the infinite superiority of religion, to 
- every other attainment ; and Divine grace en- 
abled him to dedicate his life, and all that hb 
possessed, to promote the cause of piety aad 
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«irtue» .Eor iiie ^Krelface joS his.&ittdvl»*«*^ 
dkcerejlj and vcarmly.coocernedt andiie tm- 
velled^ and wtote mttch^ at • well, as sttffarect. 
^eer£i%9 in siippoit of die seoiej^ and tke 
principles to which, he had. conscteBtioasl|r. 
Attached himselR- But this was not aUnd 
and bigoted attachment. • His zeal was tem- 
pered wxth'charity ; and he loved and respected^ 
goodness wheveyer he found it^ His uncofv 
nipted int^rity and liberality of sentiment* hi» 
fptsx abilities and the suavity* of his dispositioiv. 
gave him mack interest with persons -of rank, 
imd influfiMce $ and he empfeyed it in a manner 
that marked the benevolence of hts heart. He. 
loved peace; and was often iostrumental io 
i»ttling disputes^ and in prodociog reconcilii^ 
don between contending {parties. 

In the Bttppovt and j>orsuit^ of what -he b^ 
iieved -to be sight, he ^ss6«sed.,-gveat finuness. 
of mind^ which was eaviy avincedin the-pLoos^ 
^afididtttifol seotimsnt^he expreftedito hffi &acl^>. 
<^lion;emptsd <huiiwitk great^iffers 40 
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*£| fn3rftther, (aaidhev^ aaih^ imist'be ^Abyvdi/ 

j^^^e virtues 'hamomze^ amA are^ooiieetjeA 

bridye prosceaiamt of ilofey, ws» wikcdwilk 
great d^nipatrl^ Mvi g on i ptws i^ii' tewaNtepi r J w a 

by his tendernesSf assisted by his advice, and 
occasionally relieved by his bonnty* His spiri^^ 
tual discernment and religious experience) di« 
rected by that Divine influence which he valued 
above all things, eniinently qualified him to io« 
struct the ignorant^to reprove the irreligious^ 
to strengthen the feeble minded, and to animate 
the advanced Christian to still greater degrees 
of virtue and holiness. 

In private life, he was equally amiable. Hi^ 
conversation was cheerful, guarded, and instruc- 
tive. He was a dutiful son^ an affectionate 
and £itthful hufbandf a tender and. careful 
father, a kind and considerate master.r-^With- 
f»ut esagg^niUoxi» it m$y be .«a44t that piety and 
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dialf though the period of lua life was short* he 
jbadf.by theaid of, Divine grace, mpst wisely 
,Aod hitjpply improved it* , He liyed long enough 
lo^^amfestf inan.en^nent dcgreey the tempfr 
and jcoadact of a Christiap, ^nd the virtues and 
^wdificatipiis of a true jnisos^er of the Gospel* 
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PART n. 

tlii writlngS'^the time mnd motives oftldrputli* 
eattott»^--^ha a hrtef description ofthetr contents 






Robert Barclay's first appearance as an au- 

thor, was about the 22d year of his age. The 
work bears the following title : • Truth cleared 
'of calumnies: wherein a book entitled '* A 
** dialogue between a Quaker and a stable 
'** Gh'ristiah" (printed at Aberdeen, and, upoa 
•good ground, Judged to be writ by William 
*' Mitchell, a preacher near it) is examined, and * 

* the disingenuity of the author in his represent- 
^ ing the Quakers is discovered ; their case 
' truly stated, cleared, demonstrated, and the 

'^objections of their opposers answered^ accord- 

• ing to truth, scripture, and right reason.* The 
^itle page bespeaks the intention of the work ; 
iaad it may be only necessary to add, that the 
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^sAogne to which it b an answer, seems tdlssM 
been the result of a controrersy that had long 
ibeen maintatned between the friends in Aber- 
•deen, and some ofthe clergy; die latter having 
•endeavoared -to represent them.as holding doc- 
trines injurious to religion* The reader may 

« • ^ 

£nd in Barclay's * Truth cleared of Calum* 

< nies,' some of those leading points of tfa^e 
■doctrine of friends, handled in a concise 
inannery. whiph are more diffusely treated in 
^ome of his subsequent w(M'ks. To this book was 
;added9 in, the same year» a postscript, entitled 
^ Some things of weighty concernment, .pro* 
^ posed in meekness and love, hy way of que- 

< ries to the serious consideration of the inbac 
* bitants of Aberdeen $ which may also be of 
^ use to such as are of die same mind with 
^ them elsewhere in this nation.'. The qiiesf 
iions are twenty in number. Some of theni 
ppiotedly, rekte to. the controversy on foot | 
ethers are of a more general • nature s and all 
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* 

ite worth Ae perusal of such as engage in reli- 
gious disputes. 

WflK MiteheBy the supposed author of the 
aAonymoufr ^ Dialogue^' having thought fit to 
reply to our author's * Truth cleared from 
'Caluflkniesj' gave him occasion to publish in 
1^72* kts piece called • William Mitchell 
'Unmasked; or the staggering instability of 
^ the pretended stable Christian ^scorered ; 

* his omissions obsenredi and weakness unveiledy 

* in his late faint and feeble animadversions, by 

* way of reply to a bOok entitled ** Truth 
" deared of Calumnies;" wherein the integrity 

* of the Quakers' doctrine is the second time 

* justified and cleared from the reiterated cla- 

* morotrsi but causeless calumnies of this cavil- 

* ling catechist.* From such a title, a closer 
conflict mi^t be expected; and this we find 
was the case. WiHiam Pcnn in his preface to 
Barday^ works, speaking of this book, observes 

* At the age of t\» 

F 
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that * the dispute rises high^ and the.conte^^^ 

* seems sharp and close ; but to every impartial 
'reader the advantage evidently runs pn our 
'^author's side, who appears xather zealous thaa , 
^ heatedy and sharper on his enemy's matter t 

* than person: for he rather pities* his ei\enayy ^ 
' than triumphs over his weakness and envy* 

* Here^ as in an exact draughty the reader 

* has an account of the fabulous principles. 

* given under our names^ and those that we - 
', really profess; and the pleasure even men. 

* pretending to religion take to render a poor 

* self-denying people that which they are not ; 

* as if they feared we should be in the right, or 

* hold principles nearer to what they themselves 

* profess to believe, than is convenient for their . 

* interest .with the people to allow i lest that, 
« together with the sobriety their ^our^ worst 

< enemies allow to be so conspicuous amon^ 

< them l^tu2i should give them [«/] too grea* 

* a credit with their hearers.*— The editor of 
the Biographia Britannica characterizing this 
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]NKrfbrmance of Barclay, says, < In this 
^ work our author discovers an amazing variety 

* of learning ; which shows how good a use he 

* made of his time at Parisy and how thorough 
^ a master he was of the scriptures, the fathers, 
< and ecclesiastical history; and with how much 

* skill and judgment he applied them.' 

In these two books, namely * Truth cleared 

* of Calumnies,' and '* William Mitchell Ua- 

* masked,' will be found the buddings of much 

* of that sound argument, which afterwards 
grew to so vigorous a degree of strength in 
Barclay's famous Apology. 

Our author's next publication was a half 
sheet, entitled ^ A seasonable warning and 

* serious exhortation to, and ex|)Ostulation 

* with, the inhabitants of Aberdeen, concerning 
^ this present dispensation, and day of God% 

* laying visitation towards them.' From this 
paper I have given an extract at page aa, re* 
l^ive to the author's message in sackcloth* 

F 2 
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Some I)acrip9 respecting that ma^ef having 
been dispersed in Aberdl^eny 'an answer to 
them was also pubiished^ which appears as a 
postscript to the ^ Seasonable Warning,' in the 
collection of Barclay's works. From this 
postscript, it is evident that R0BI11.T Barclay 
had the unity and concurrence of his friends 00 
the occasion of his mortify i(>g ern^d i apd t^at 
he was accompanied by some of them* 

Now, quitting for a while the field of cop' 
troversy, our author compiled and published 
his Catechism and Confession of Faith ; a work 
which has gone throtcgh several editions in 
English, and one in Latin. The tax. editioa 
IS that of 1673. The society of ftkiids had 
been represented as viKfying and denying the 
scriptures ; * to di^ove which,' says BAaCLAr 
addressing himself to the reader * this cate- 
^ chism and confession of faith are comf>iledaod 

♦ hroQ^t to thy view'—* In answer to die 
f questions, there is not ohe word, that I know. 

* of| placed, but the express words of scripture.^ 
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Accordiagl^ the wdrk H cdled * A Catechism 

* and Confession of Faith, approved of and 

* agreed unto- by the general assembly of the 

* patriarchs, prophets, and apostles, Christ 

* hifflfself chief speaker in and among them : 
' which containeth a: tiue and faithful account 

* of the principles and doctrines which are most 

* surely believed by the churches of Christ in 

* Great Britain and Ireland, who are reproach- 

* fully called by the name of Quakers j yet ar« 

* found in the one faith with the primitive 
' church and saints : as is most clearly demon- 

* strated by some plain scripture testimonies, 

* (without consequences or commentaries,) 

* which are here collected and inserted by way 

* of answer to a few weighty, yet easy and 

* familiar questions, fitted as well for the wisest 
' and largest, as for the weakest and lowest, 

* capacities. To which are added an expostu- 

* latidn with, and appeal to, all other pro* 

* fessors.* As the days in which we five ard 
marked by bold attempts to vilify the scrip- 
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lures; and as even under onr profettion tbeie 
. have been persons, who have endeavoured to 
bring them into discredit, thinking to succeed 
the more easily vrith a people who believe j 
in the superior excellence of the Spirit ; it is 
peculiarly interestiog to behold in what light 
Robert Barclay, the able asserter of tha,t 
superior excellence, viewed the scriptures. It 
is further interesting, because some persons 
have imagined that Robert Barclay himself 
countenanced opinions not favourable to the 
Divine authority of the scriptures. His works 
nevertheless teem with references to scripture 
authority. He never shrinks from the test of 
scripture, on disputed points ; and in the pre- 
sent work he declares that it is his design to 
let the simple words of scripture, uncommente^ 
on, be the advocates of the cause which he 
espouses. 

After the publication of the Catechism, ^ 
appears that the next production of ouf 
aMdu)r's pen, was^ his * Theses Theologies/ 
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of iviiioh further mention will be made. In 
the year 1675 he published at Rotterdam a 
pifece in JLatxn against !^ncolas Arnoldf pro« 
fessor in the university of Franequer, in Fries* 
' land, one- of the United Provinces, who had 
* controverted his Theses. This piece is entitled, 
^ ' Chrifitianss quaedam animadyersiones in Nicda'i 

* Arnold! (qui S. S. theologiae Doctor et 
' ProfTes. se praedicat) exercitadonem theolegi- 
^ cam de Quakeri^mo, ejusquebreyisrefutatio.*'*' 

' It is addressed as follows, * Omnibus totius 

* Belgii, et presertim Academic Franequae- 
'* ran«, doctdribus, professoribus, et studiosis, 
'^ Robertus Barclaius Divini Spirit^s illu- 
'* minationem ubcriorem ad intelligentiam veri- 

* tatis, animumque ad earn amplectandam 

* proclivem exoptatf 

* Some ChrtttUn remarks on the Theological £xercUttIo'n pn 
'Qnakeriim of Nicolas AraoM, (tvlio styles himself doctor oHfl pro- 
fcMor of divinity) tnd a short refutation of it. 

f To all the dor tors, professors, and students, In the Kethetlanda* 
more efpecially to those of the antversity of Franequer, Robert 

Y -* ' . ' ' 

Sarclay wisheth a fhller lllamination of the fiMne ^i4li f&f the 
•ndcrstanding of the Troth, and a mind disposed to cmhrace it* 
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The fiiinie y^ia ht gave to the puUic^ * A 

* (ni9 and £utUi]l account of the moat matcviai- 

* passages of a dis{mte betwixt some stodents 

* of divinity (so calkd) of tlie uoivem^ of 
* < Ajbcrdeea, aad the people called Qoakers.* 

Tke issue of thit dkfMiite hai been already 
mpnUoaed {p* a8>). The dispuiii^ students 
bad ^so pttbKsfaed aii account of it, -in- a j^eee 
entitled * Quakerism canvassed ;' which occm- 
sioAcd a rjeply from Barclay and bis friends^ 
uAder the title of < Quakerism cofrfirmed^ in 
two porftsy botb dated i6j6* To tbie la(t«r 
are subjoiiied three certificates, from fbvr 
persons present at the dispute, who, n also 
appears^ were the same that were coavioced fay 
meaiiB of th^ uopresaions^ then made on their 
minds. . The character, therefore, of these 
latter publications of Barclay may b& 
learned from the students' certificates : whic|L 
are as follows- \ - 

* We the underscribcrs, late students of phi* 
' losophj in the university of Aberdeen^ beic^ 
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^ present at tlie cKspute, do fahhfally deolare, 
< that the stodcnts hare grossly belied the 
' Quakers in their account, tnakiog them to 

* speak that which they spake not ; and also 

* forgiivg arguments atid answers not mentioned 
' upon the place. And though we had no in- 
^ teiitioii at iks^ mat to own the people called 
' Qualters, yet we dare not but declare that 

* their answer and behaviour had no small in* 

* fluence upon us, to make us in love with their 
' way, aikd to seardi after it more diligently : 
^ as also the students' arguments and lightness 

* did not a little tend to make us disgust them 

* and then- principles. And albeit that inward 

* peace and. satisfaction of mind, which we 

* enjoy in the truth we now profess with that 

* despised and injured people, doth make us 

* bless the day in which it pleased God to 

* bring^us among them ; yet we are not a little 
' confirmed in the belief of this reproached 
^ testimoay and witnesses, that we find the 
^strongest argameatft tbeir adversariea hatc^ 
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< agamst tfaem are liei and calunmlef. Add 
' this we testify fiir tbe Truth, whom the Truth 

* hath taujht not to lie* 

< Robert Sandilanos. 

< James Alexander.' 

* And I also declare, who (being a student 

* at that time in the Old Town College) was 

* present at the dispute, and heard the same 

* with attention, that the students have grossly 
' belied the Quakers in many things in their 
'account. And although that since it hath 

* pleased God to join me unto that people, yet 

* at that time I had no mind to be of their 

* way. However when I saw their account J 

* did approve it as ingenuous, as now J 

* also do, and disapprove the students as false 

* in many things. 

' Alexander Sbatoh** 
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* And I likewise (being a student in the 
;*New Town College} at Aa^ time was pr> 



.< tent at the dispute, and do declare that thf 

* students' folly and lightness had no smal^ 

* influence upon me to search more narrowly 

* into the way of that people ; which it pleasql 

* the Lord to hless unto me, so that the eyqs 

* of my understanding came to be opened, an^ 
^ I came fully to be convinced of the truth of 

* their principles and way ; to which now by 

* the mercy of the Lord I am joined ; and do 

* find by companng the two accounts together, 
' that the students have wronged the people 

* called Quakers in divers things, as the 
^ students' self contradictions do sufficiently 

* show. 

< Alexander Paterson/ 

This appears to have been a busy time witb 
Robert Barclay ; for in the same year were 
published his * Anarchy of the Ranters,' and 
^is * Apology/ The latter was as yet only 
submitted to the learned world, being printed 
h Latin at Amsterdam. . Let us, ther^for^ 
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suspend onr review of it, aad advert to th*e 
dther book, die title of which at large is * The 

• Anarchy of the Ranters, and.otfaer Hbertines, 

* the Hierarchy of the Romanists, and other 

' pretended churches, equally refused and re- 

> 

< futed : in a two-fold apology for the church 

^ and people of God called in derision Quakers. 
' Wherein they are vindicated from those that 

< accuse them of confusion and disorder c^ 

* 

< the one hand, and from such as calumniate 

< them with tyranny and imposition on the 

* other 5 showing that as the true and pure 

< principles of the gospel are restored by thei^ 
' testimony ; so is also the ancient apostolic 
^ order of the church of Christ re-established 

< among them, and settled upon its right basis 

• ai^d foundation.* The scope of this work 
may be discovered by its title; but it is use- 
ful to know that Friends, at that time, were 
calumniated by their adversaries as a people 
who, vnder colour bf private internal direction^ 
were laying waste gdod order;' whilst by sotak 
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were accused of violating the righu of privata 
jtidgmfefitft atiil rt^trsm^ng 1H0 opfratioQs of the 
l^irit in individaais, t>y the dt^cipliae vhieh 
bad been 'set up amoiig them. - The iuihoc 
Aerefote, ^tideavOurs to. recofi^ile the provinCii 
^ thi& b(>dy with tiie pittrileges <^f individuals |> 
s^ he {ioes it ib 9 ^^sterly laaDner. The* 
Y^rk has passe4 4>roQgh several impression^ ;» 
and as its title when abridged to the few word?»« 
** The Anarchj^ of f he BLantcrs," conveys little^ 
or pq information of its c«ntentSy the Yearlyi 
Meetii^g lately ordered an additional tiilie to be* 
prefixed, namely, *;A Treatise em Chd9ti«n 
* Discipline.' It is a work worthy <>f geBef{d> 
perusal ; and partkukrly claims the fitteotiea' 
of all persons, who think it is their duty to be* 
active^ in stxpporting and executing the dis'** 
ciplitie of the church. In the coHe^tion of> 
Barclay's works there is an explanatory post- 
script (written in prison in 1679,) occasioned 
by the opposition of Rogers, al^e^ciy mentionedL 
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CfP* 4^' 4^h ^*(>^ ex&ibits Our author in ad 
lUniable Tiew*^ 

The Theses Theologies hare been already. 
itientionedL. They have been printed in Latin^ 
Freoeh, German, Dutch^ and English* One 
of the English editions bears the title of < Tl^e 

* principles of true Christianity and sound 

< divinity asserted*' They are addressed as 
follows* * To the clergy of what sort soever, 
*• unto whose hands these may come ; but more 

* particularly to the doctors, professors, a^nd 

* students of divinity, in the universities and 

* schools of Great' Britain, whether prelatical^ 

* presbyterian, or any other, Robert 

< Barclay, a servant of the Lord God, 

< and one of those who in derision are called 

< Quakers, wisheth unfeigned repentance ta 

< the acknowledgment of the truth/ These, 
theses or propositions are fifteen in number. • 

* It appears from a ptp«r subjoined that the Anarchy of the 
llaiit«n bad beep approved by the Motning Mealing alLoado*! 
^icb -meeting hvl tben bcea>estibUtbed about thvcc yean. 
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Tfae'followuig are the subjects of them« 

X. Concerning the true foundation of kBOtr« 

ledge. 
2. .•••..... Immediate Revelatiori* 

3* ......... the Scriptures. 

4* •.•^.•••» Condition of Man in the fall. 
5* & 6. ..... the Universal Redemption 

by Christ, and also the saving 
and spiritual light, wherewith 
every man is enlightened* 

7* •••- J ustification. 

8* ••• Perfection. 

9. ......... Perseverance, and the possr<« 

hility of falling from Grace.' 

10. • • the Ministry. 

It Worship. 

m 

12 Baptism. 

13. •. the Communion or partici« 

pation of the body and blood 
of Christ. ^ 

14* « rih jthe power of the citU magt*. 

■ ' stratc. 
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in tetttcto . por^ ib^^Qtti 
. . a^d appertaiaiog to the cqa« 
science^ 
l^. CoDC^rmqgSalutatioasandRecreationfli 

,Qa tHe$e subjects, the author proposes his 
sentiments, and explains them in conformity 
with the principles of Friends* 

The propositions, being sent forward into the 
world, were well received beyond the author's 
expectation; and proved the n)eans of remoyibg 
some false and monstrous opinions which had 
been imbibed against the society. Actuated , 
therefore by the like design of propagating the 
truth, and believing himself e(^ually influenced 
by the Divine Spirit, he judged it proper to • 
explain his propositions somewhat more largely, 
and to defend them with arguments ; and this 
produced his celebrated Apology. 

It is entitled * An Apology for. the true 

* Christian divinity, as the same is* held forth, 

* and prearched, by the people called in scorti 

* Quakers} being a full explanation and vindi- 
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^cattcm of their principles and doctriaes, by 
« maay argaments deduced from Scriptare and 

* i%ht reason, and the testimonies of famous 
'authors, both ancient and modenf ; with a 
' full answer to the strongest objections usually 

* made against them* Pre«ented to the king.' 
In this work the fifteen propositions (except 
the 5th and ^th, which are examined together) 
9st separately examined and proyed. The 
author's general method is to state clearly the 
position which he is about to prove ; afterwards? 
to adduce one or more scripture texts, which 
either plainly afHrm the truth of what he has 
laid down, or from which it may be naturally, 
furly, and clearly deduced by an argument ; 
which he generally puts in the form of a syllo-^ 
gbm.* He afterwards adds the testimonies of 
other authors of approved reputation in support 

* for example. Sin is imp«ted to none where tjiere is no law^ 

Bttt, To infants there is no kw. 

Tkercfore, Sin is not imputed to them. Prop. 4< ^ i* 
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of the doctriqe which be is pronog ; and l;»tly 
states the oljectioas to ii that have been mode^ 
or that mifjht be made; Which he likewise 
answers by syllogistieal argumei^ drawn from 
Scrlpturei or from self«evi<ient truthy^ ackfioW' 
ledged by all. 

T]ie Theses contain the author'^ j^eral 
opinioAs under each head, or diyidioa of the 
Apology ; but in ordor to show, in thia placci 
what those opinione are^ it may not be amiss, to 
exhiUt an outline of what the reader may ex- 
pect to find treated in a fini^ied and masterly 
manner in this instructii^e,. edebrdtedt and it 
mdy even be said» edtertiubing Work. Zo truth* 
the road of religion is n<>t Without flowers; fUid 
it should be remembered^ that the thorae which 
are found in it, have sprimg from our own eor« 
ruptions^ or from the vices of others^ Whee 
the course of religion is unobstructed, or when 
the obArtietiooii areorercome^ her vriLyii are ^cfU 
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths peace. 
It is occupation which forms much of the plea^ 
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sure of the mtad; vA^n men reselve not to 
oecupy themselves wkh trifles, and with such 
pursuits as neither make them wiser nor better*' 
they may find genuine entertainment in the per- 
formance of their duty ; and in the perusal of 
books ^written on subjects which pertain to life 
and salvation. Here the mind is not only 
occupied afad entertained^ but also inyigorated. 

On the subject of the Plrst Proposition, our 
author asserts that the tme foundatson of irtow^ 
hdge consists in being acquainted with God ; 
an assertion which, as he supposes it will gene- 
rally be granted, he does not stop long to explain.- 
Immediate revelation is held up in the Second 
Proposition : and Barciay not only shows 
the necessity of it, for obtaining that true know- 
ledge which is mentioned in the First; but 
proves that the doctrine was held by the early 
teachers of Christianity ; and that the revela* 
don for which he pleads, is only to be chained 
in and by Christ, through the Spirit. Thii 

G 2 
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• 

fuurt of the Apology , a}fo contains {§ s^}. 
Rp^CRT Barclay's faith as to the eteriial 
^iviflky of Christ. 

The Apologist begins the Third Proposi- 
tion* treating of the Scriptures, with declaring 
them to be the most excellent writings in the 
world i to which not only no other writings are 
to be preferred^ but even in divers respects are 
not comparable* I^evertheless he asserts that 
it is the Spirit that must apply them for our 
benefit^ and must still be the primary rule of 
Christians* He then guards against the com- 
mon objection^ that hereby the Scriptures arp^ 
rendered useless i and shows that as they have 
pfcoceeded from the revelation of the Divine 
§lpirit.in tlie writers, they can never be contra- 
di59ted by.the reveh^ion of the same Spirit in 
the jnind of any* .He is willing that all doc* 
Ui^eftf-nd .practices should be tried by them^ 
^pji tl^.,vrl}ate3irer »ny personsi pretending ^ 
*Hcp,^$i>irihrdof9<*tr^ to. the Scrlftures, jjUquJ^ 
be taken f<»' delusion* 
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In the Fourth Proposition are unfolded the 

'vSelrs of *RoBskT Barclay respectmg thie 

State of man in tie falh He denies the impu- 

tadoo of sin to infants, on account of AdairiV 

transgression, ontil they join with the seed of 

evil in themselves by their own actual trans* 

gressidn ; yet he maintains that all men are 

prone to sin, and cannot derive, from their 

fallen progenitor, any power .to overcome it. 

A seed of sin he confesses to be transmitted to 

all men from Adam ; but he prefers to call it 

by the scriptural terms of Deaths the Old man, 

the old Adamy rather than by the Calvinistic 

term of Original Sin ; which notion he thinks 

ha^ given rise to that of imputing sin to infantt. 

In the two following Propositions, the fifth 

and Sixth, which are considered jointly, our 

author shows the means of man's restoration 

from the fall ; and ably asserts Universal rr- 

demption by Christy and the saving and sptritnai 

Hgbt wherewitb every man is enligbtemedk 'li^ 

begins with some shorty yet sih^rp, stricbtfes oA 



die doctrioe df AMim tef^AdSnm^ vikhSa he > 
iMecessfiiMy op{>oaei % tuA prdvts the nniversiEAty 
of Chii^'^ deatl»> Md the conseqanK posribyk^f 
ef saiTation to alL The tiftfaor lay» k d<nm 
that Ood, vhoy of his infiake love, seat hm 
Son into the ^rarld, ^vho ntsted death for rz^rf 
man, hath ghren to every man a time of vkit* 
atiotiy during trhich he ixwy partake of the fruits 
of Christ'^ death. Secondlyy That, to. this end 
God hadi given to er ery man a measure of the 
light of hii own Son— a measure of grace--<k 
measure of the Spirit. Thirdly^ That God, ia 
and by this fight, in?ites, calk, exhorts, and 
strives, trith every man, in ord^ to save him i 
which fight received, and not nesisted, -works 
ihe sahration of all ; but thai it maybe resisted, 
and then it becomes man^ <:ondemnatioii« 
Having thus shown that man co^kDperaies tn the 
i^rk of his sahation, he guard* against <lsKi^ 
j^ating from the atonement and saci^fice of 
Christ; asserts belief in all that is recorded of 
l^fns'iii iSciipturei smd that remissioft ef «i«l it 
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TJms ftAfocu of time fropotkioiw are treated 
^finely ; xod it is tiKnfare dWcuk 09 ^ 
tiwa» justice in a tkeicb of thi« «at«fe. 

ymiiifkaHcn loms the matter of the fie- 

veath l^oposidkNif Ui whicb word Robert 

Sarclat fdwayt iacMee the idea of being 

made just s the immediafte cause of wfitch is. 

iWe Te^aUon 9f Jesus Christ in the souif 

^^^^^ tx^^ renewing the mind: and he 

cantsons aM against supposing themselves justi- 

fed by Tirtue of Christ^ death, while they rew 

msaa unaaoctifiedtB heart, and^ktted with 

sin* 

The <ieolrioe -of the Eighth Proposition has 

%eeo mudi oppos^. It asserts the possibility 

of Perfection in this life: which perfection is 

defined' to consist in a freedom trom aetual 

^SHHiing and from transgressing ^tthe law of CJod. 

It is estate whiclh admits of a growi^h; And 

visQin ^idi tlierc is a possibijity orf" firflioi^ 

Th^^loctoiie of shose 3i4>o flee4 ^' theim* 



JB jsia^ dnring'life^ i$ opposed st lei^ili ; aad 
«be peffccttaa for whidi our aindior ^eads is 
fiao^d m the {bU briagiag fiMrth of tkafc piflre 
^ holy birthy the light of Christ ia. the soul* 
. The Nmth Frc^osttion respects Persevenmet^ 
and the possibility of faUing from grace« On 
these subjects the author's judgment may in 
great measure^ be inferred from what precedes. 
Accordingly he is short in this parx of the^ 
Apology ; and his sense is, that the truth ]m 
betwixt these two extremes) Tiz* the doctrine 
of such as afirm thai the least degree of true and 
saving grace cannot he fallen from i and that of 
4hos€ who deny any such etaliUty 4sttdmaUe^ as 
'that then tan he n9 total andfiial aposta^ftom 
it. • 

In the Tenth ProposUion, we meet with a 
subject on which the Society of Friends have 
appear^ > -to differ more. from other professors 
of Christianity, than on most other pomtSy 
namely GospeUMimstry^ After explaining his 



MfB« tii-^lOLt c«i»dtute8 tie €Iiiiydi> S»fiieh 
te defines to be the Soeietj of such at Ckid 
his ealhd out of ^e worlcHy spitic, «o^«railD<iii 
bis light and fife, he shows whftt is thsf uSi of 
a* true minister^ asserdng it to be the in4»ard 
fdtjjtr and virtue of the Sfirit of God; and 
rejects the' notion of succession from the 
apostles* Hayiag established the cally he hys 
down the qualification of a minister, of whkh 
he asserts human learning to form no necessary 
part; but places all in the power f lifsf and 
Knrtue of the Jfoly Spirit. Lastly, he maintains 
that the true ministers should not, cai^bt, 
teach for hire ; and he opposes the practice of 
a forced maintenance; concluding widi a Ntely 
compaiison between the ministry for wh^h he 
pleads, and that for which the opposers of our 
society plead. This is a very interesting part 
of the Apology, and teems with able argu- 
ments drawn both from the letter and tlic 
'spirit of the gospeL •' ' 



W^iUp k qMtoi of in the Ekventfa Pro- 
fomiion^ True woiviiip U referred to an i»* 
v«rd feeUag of reverence aad devotioo^ to the 
czduaioo of all ceienioiues which may be aet 
abwt in the Will of nafl. The author oerer* 
didess takes care to assert the necessity of 
meeting at stated tim^Sf for wor^ip ; but that* 
when assembled, the great duty of allis to re- 
tire from their own im^ioations, to wait to, 
feel the Lord's presence, and to know indeed 
a ^tbering into his Baine ; where, saith he, the 
secret virtue of life is felt to refresh the soul ; 
from which the acceptable worship is known, 
which edi£e8 the church, and is well pleasing to 
God. The serious reader will probably £od a 
•ecnefc influence <ng%ging his miiyl to assent^ 
wbibt he peruses this part of the work ; which 
certainly daims the attention of ^ who call 
themselves Friends* 

The Twelfth ^nd ThirteeQth Proposiucoi 
are employed on, what j^re termed the two 
sacraments, Baptism and the Supper* Baptism 
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uMbt wMcr a ittUttd fioe t9 be die otic 

true baptism of Christ y vlach is ptovtd to be . 

EQwaod and spmtval, aeCordiiig to the text» 

*.* He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 

** and with fire :^ attd the ofc^dctioas of soch fts 

hold water baptism to beof perpetoai oUigaidoii^ 

are aoswered. The body and blood of 

Christy of wiaich beHcvcrs partake> are asserted 

to be spiritual and not carnal ; and to be really 

enjoyed as often as the soul retires into the 

light of the Lord» andfeek axid pvtakesof that 

hea?en]y lifct by which the inward man is 

nourished. The argaments of those who oon* 

tend fiar the ceremoaious use of bread and 

wine,, are consideied and refuted. 

The Fourteenth Proposition is, concerning 
die Pcraur of the ami magtstmU m matters 
purely nltgUnaf and pertaimng ta fie con- 

« 

• _ 

science. It may be wdl concdved that Baa- 
CLAY here frxniy asserts the uniawfakiess of 
any attempt to force the conscience. At the 
same time he gives no countenance to persons 
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mhCf under preteoce of coi»deiice» would f»re- 
jfedtce.fhtlr nei£^UMurs. 
. The Fifteenth and hst Proposition hasfei' its 
titkt OmcermMg Sahaathmi and ReereaAnu^ 
though it ako embraces some otlier objects. 
In it the aothor shows the unlawfulnessy to 
Chrotiansy of using flattering titles and compK- 
meitta*-»of koeelingt prostrating, or bowing the 
body, or uncovering ^ head to any man-*- 
of'soperflukies in i^parel^for ornament, and 
vanity^-of'^sntSy games, comedies, Tain re- 
creatioBSt &c.«— of swearing at all — and df 
reusting eiil and fighting. On fhis occasion ' 
also, the objections of such as plead for those 
things are aUy answered ; particularly in Hit 
case of oaths* 

The Apology was presented, as the title ex- 
presses, to the king ; to whom an address is 
prefixed, which, for its manly style, religioas 
boldness, fuid yief detent respect, has been 
niuch admired. The inscription is < Unto 
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'Chkrles id. king of &flai Britain mA 
V(he dominions thereunto bdPQgiii^: i 
V Rdbbrt Barcu^Y) a: seevwit oC Jeans 

* Cluristt caUed of God to the cyspensattoii 
'* of the gospel,, now again reyealed* and after 

* a long and dark night of apdstacj, oom*' 

* manded to ^ be preached to all natbas^ 

* wisheth health and sal7ation/ . * 

The address is long btxt notiedions; It does 
not assuoie, in any part, the appearsoee o£ a 
Ottering dedication ; and the author seems to 
h^ve been particularly studbns to ga»rd against 
it$ being thought such. In one place^be says^ 
' As it is inconsistent with the truth I faear^so 
' it k far from me, to use this epistle as axcen** 

* ^ne to flatter thee, (the usual design .^f.su{:h 
*. works;) and therefore I cs^i neither. d^ate. 

* it to theci nor crave thy patrjiMiage^. ast^if . 
' ];hepeby I might h^vea^e oopfi^y^Qce to pr&» 
*' sent it to, the .worUf. or hp m<%i^iJ^pe&ljQ6 
•^ its success. To God alone I owe what Z 
^f have, and that more immediately in Aia(tcrs 
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^ tpiniaal ; and therefore to Him &!oBe» 
and to the vcrvice of bit Trath^ I dec&cate 
idiate^r work he brmgt forth in me; to 
whom onJythe praise aad honour appertain t 
whose Troth needs not the patronage of 
worldly princes, his ann and power being that 
akme by which it is propagate^^ esubBtbed; 
and cdniirmed.' 

The concluding paragnipht are remarkably 
limple, strong, and beautiful. * There is*' sayl 

our anthor, * no king in the wortd, who can so 
experimentaUy testify of God's pro^kknce 
and goodness ; neither is there any who rules 
80 many free people, so many true Christians ^ 
which thing renders thy government mor6 
honourable, and thyself more considerable'^ 
than the accessioa of many nattona fiHed 
with slavish and superstiUous soals. 
< Thou haft tasted <^ prosperity and advei^ 
aty. Thou knowest what it is to be banished 
thy native country j^ to be overruled, as well 
as to rulcy and sit upon die throne: andy 
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< being ofppttntdf tbou hast reasOtt to know 

* how hateful th< oppressor is both to God 

* and man. If, after all these warnings and 

< adrertisementSy thou dost not turn to tlie 

< Lord with all thy heart ; but forget Hnh 

* who remembered thee in thy (jistresS; and 
' give up thyself to follow lust aad Tgoity { 
' surely, great will be thy condemnation. 

< Against which sQare^ as well as the temp- 

< tation of those, that may, or do» feed thee 
^ and prompt thee to evil, the most ' excellent 

* and prevalent remedy wiU be, to apply thyself 
*.to that light of Christ which shineth in thy 

* conscience, which neither can flt>r will flatter 
^ thee, nor suffer Uiee to be at ease in thy mus % 

* but doth, and t^ll, deal plainly and faithfully 

* with thee ; as those, diat are followers there- 

* of, have also done. 

* God Almighty, who hath so signally 
« hitheito visited thee with his love, » touch 

* and reach thy heart ere the day of thy visfta- 

* tioa be expired, that thou mayst cflfectually 
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* turn to hhn, so as to improre thy place asd 
^ fitatioa for his name. So wisheth, so prayeth, 
^thy faithful ftiend, and subjea. 

< Robert Barclat.' 



f foa Vrff the place of my 

bi ay tiaiive cevntry of ScotUad^ 

Ihe «5th pt the montli called 
: Hiveaber, in tiie year 1671* 

For soimie yeaiy previous to the poUicadoo 
of the Apolqg7» Frieods and their adversaries 
had been engaged in controversy; and our 
author, from his retirenient, had viewed the 
contesti and observed the iqisreprcseotationa 
of fiict on- which some of their adversariesj* 
censureSrrested $ as well as weighed the strength 
of the objections^ which they brought against 
what they did not misrepresent. He therefore 
came forth more fully prepared to enter the 
lists himself. That he did so in a 'most able 
^nn^anner, the generally good reception of hit 
book, when first published, and its uniibnii 
#Mul continued reputation, down to the present 
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4ijt dttf&cteiitly demonstrate ; aad the import* 
stfit light ill which it was viewed by those 
who were siTene from the doctrines which' 
it estabiishesy namely the stipendiary teachers, 
is' evident from the numher of them who en* 
deavOTxred to controvert it,* 
' The next piece, id order of time,f published 
by RoBBRT Barclay, is entitled, ^ Universal 
*'Love cotisideredy and 'established upon its 
''right foandation : being a serious inquiry how 

* far charity may, and ought to be extended 

. • • • • 

* towards person? of different judgments in 
' Wtters of reKgion ; and whose principles 

* among the several sects of Christians do most, 

* naturally lead to that cbie moderatfbn re- 

* quired : writ in the spirit of love and meek- 

* As Brown, * QuakerUm the pathway to Paganism ;' Bajerus, prof. 
of divSnity at Jena ; HoIthusinSf a preacher at Francfort ; Reifer, a 
(iator at Hatuburg ; Keith» * The QviAittif Staadafd Examined ;' ' 
Beiiiictt» • Confaution of Qnakerisai,' Sec. 

t It it to he obterved, thaft Jolm Whiting's Catalogue of Friends' 
Books, pp. j, 6, 7, is followed ; nofthe series ia * Truth TriaiBpbant.| 

H 



*\ne$s^ forithefemoTing qF jtumWng UoeLi. 
*.jfl\it of the w^y of the simple^ hy a lover of. 
\ the souls of all men.' The author first gives, 
an account of his own experience on the sub-^ 
j^ct; and then endeavours to state and demons 
strate the nature of Christian ^ove and charity.;, 
tfaeir consistency with true zeal; and the 
distinction of the latter from false, persecuting^ 
zeal. He then states his subject anew, as it 
respects, the different divisions of Christians ; . 
showing that their conformity or want of con- 
formity to universal love^ is to be drawn firom 
the nature of their principles, and not from 
the practice of particular persons among them* 
Thus much being premised, he examines the 
principles of several denominations, and finds 
them defective, and inconsistent with the prin« 
ciple of universal love ; as Papists, Protestants 
in general, and Socinians. Lastly* he lays 
(iown some principles of Christianity which per- 
fectly agree with true universal love. The 
reader may easily suppose that these are the 



llifaeiples held 'by Friends ; a^d- he vt^H-fiid 
the piece to be ah Me recomfnetidation of tbtdb 
priociplesy and an exposition of them in an 
amiable light. An edition of this ivork wa» 
printed so late as 1800: but the first was iiii 
1677, the year in which it was written, while 
its benevolent author was himself suffering from 
the want of universal love, being a prisoner at 
Aberdeen. 

' The books which were written in reply to 

the Apology* have already been noticed. One 

of these, namely, * Quakerism the pathway 

* to Paganism/ had been printed before the 

publicatibn of the first English edition of the 

Apology; and was the means of prompting 

Robert Barclay to hasten that edition to 

the pre^s, that the public might have the whole' 

controversy before them. He afterwards 

thought proper to give his adversary's book a 

more particular answer ; which was published 

in the year X679, under the title of ^ R. B's. 

HZ 



< Apobgyibr th« tme Chrbtiaii Anakf ytaA* 
^Mted ham John Brova's examioation and 
*(preteDded conftttatioa thereof, ia his book 

< called Quakerism the pathway to Fagamsms 
*ia ^ich vindicatioiiy John Brown's maay 

* gross perrenioos and abuses are disoo^er^d, 
^'and his fturioas and violent raibags and re- 
'tilings, soberly rebuked.* It is common in 
controverfy for authors to charge their oppo- 
nents with railing ; and the reader may think 
that our author, in his titlo page, has adopted 
the practice. He, how^frer, makes good his 
charge, in his intr(Klnction ; in which he says, 
' Men use to be sober and moderate that write 

* controversies, in the beginning at kaft, and 

* not seek to prepossess the reader with preju- 
*dice against their adversaries, until by the 

* strength of their reason they have proved rfiero 
^ to deserve it ; but this man is so full fraughted 
^ with malice, and so in love with railing, that 
' he cannot ibrbear in the first page, whefe we 

* have him calling ns ** Locusts, of whose 
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** muiistry t^ dctil niakcs <se» only masKulia^ 
** in lAaliee s^ainst Chrift— ^Nreathiog forth 
'< nothing but that pvtrid pOdsoft, that inoaie 
** terpentine veoorti/* &c** This is a speci- 
men of the ^irit with >^hi€h our early Friends 
had to contend. Though it mu^ be confessed 
that some of theril (whether from the provo- 
cation they received^ or from sharp language 
being the temper of the tinfies) were fiot entirely 
£re< from it themselres^ y^t the reader of 
Barclay's writings will scarcely think that he 
has fellen into that erfor. In the book in 
qnestton, our author follows his adversary 
through the foUowiitg divisions of the siib}ec|. 
!• The true gro«ifKi of kiowkdge. 2. Inwatd 
and immedtate i eirdation^ 5. The Scriptuf es. 
4. Man's natural scare, and original sin. 5. Re* 

♦ The perusal of this excited a curiosity to look at Brown's epistle 
tor the reader ; in wiiich; tfle flfst words that took the attention, wete 
« Runa^rf Q^ii«^' smdtthmte^cffe fmnvi tote the conr(Mi<» of t^e 
following string of epitheto, « This God-daring, Chriit-blasphcming, 
» 9pii4»>d«s|>icii»f g«rf«rMwii,- of «tt pfemiKfdAf f)f6fiM iwj 'arro- 

» 

* gant sect of Runagad Qaafttr^k' • ^ 
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' probadofiy and tiBifver«l redemptimr. Ik Vo^ 
ilbOttj of mivcrsal sairatioa $ iiniyersal ginee ; 
secessity of the light to salvation ; the salntion 
of heathens. 7. Juadfication. 8. Perfeetioii. 
9. Perseverance. 10. Mnmry, wherein of l^fe- 

' mens' preaching. 11. Silent worship, &c. xs. 
Baptfsm* 13. The Lord's Supper. 14. Li- 
berty of conscience. 15. Wars and oaths. 
i6. Civil hoBoor, &c.* This book, which 4s 
sixms the size of the Apology, has never been 
reprinted otherwise dian in the two editioos of 

' Truth Triumphant > and the book of Brown 
•having long since fallen into general, oblivion, 
the * Vindication' is fitde read; yet it contains 
-that part of controversy which is die most «se- 
■M party the answering of objectimis; and 
•Aerefore may still be read with advantage. 

^ WiOtam Penn esuemed it highly ; and says 
he ranks the Apology and dits book jP)/:he 

' front of Barclay's polemical writuigfi.. * Of 

» Tbeie numben do not correspond with tbMC of R« B'^ SccUob^ 
Wc«osetiierc,§ I Uasintrodttctonroact •■ ^ 



Of silch writtDgs thisi was tbe taat publifibed \>y 
our author; and it vas not replied to by > his 
-a&gry adrersaiy* 

There yet remain two tracts of Ro^qrt 
Barclay to be noticed, the first of which he 
calls * An epistk of love and friendly advice 
« to the ambassadors of the several princes of 
■■* £ttropey met at Nimeguen, to consult the 

■'* peace of Christendom, so far as they are con- 
■* cemed; wherein the true cause of the present 
^ War is discovered, and means for a firm and 

* settled peace is proposed, by R. Barclay, a 
< lover and travailcr for the peace of Christen- 

* dom.' This is a most instructive juece^ Its 
' object is to show the ground of war, and that 

means for promoting peac6» while these grounds 
remain, ar6 likely to betinstable and itfeffectual: 
at the same time pointing the way by which a 
'las«mg peace may prevail* It has the fallowing 
postscript. * This came upon me from the 

* Lord, to write unto you, at Ury in my native 

* country, of Scotland, the 2d of thj? month 
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< oUkd November^ i^77*' Thsaoff^ it is hpg 
for » letter, and probably was not read by «)I 
the statesmen to whom it was addrea«cd| it is 
short for ^ treatise. The tract, however^ is 
f«ll and dear ; aod it is bi^ed that this brief 
rqcommepdatioa may induce the reader to give 
it a serious peiusaU The letter waa ori^oaUy 
written ia L^tip ; and afterwanb ,tra&alated 
and published for the satisfaction of such as 
could not read the oris^oal* To the translation^ 
printed 1679, the following historical n^emoir 
is sut^ined* * Copiei of the foresaid epistle, i« 

* Latin, were, upoo the 23d and 24th days of 

* the month called February, 1678, delivered 

* at Nimeguen, to the ambassadors of the em- 
' peror, of the kings of Great Britain, Spain, 

* and France, Swedei^ and Denmark, of the 

* prince elector Palatine, as also of the states 

* general, andof thedokesof Lorrain,Holsuiii» 

* Lunenburg» Osnaburg, Hanover, and the 

* pope's nuQcia ; to wit on/e to each ambaa- 

* sador, and one to each of their priacipala; 
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^ together with «o many copies of the teelu of 

* ^hich the author inake^ mention in the lett/atf 

* the title whereof is <* Roberti B.arclaiif theo* 
<^ logie vera Chrtftiansi Apologi;^; Carob 
*^ secondoi Magaae Britaanise, Ac. regi, 
** oblaU."* Thi* was the Latin title of the 
Apologjy which was enlarged^ as -we have 
seen, in the English edition. 

RoBKRT BiiactAY's last printed work was 
the translation of a long Latin letter^ which 
.he had some years before written to a person 
of quality in Holland^ on the following occa- 
sion. The person in quesdon was Adrian 
Pacts. Robert Barclayi .hanng had some 
conversation with him re^ectbg the principles 
of Frie&dsy was requested by Pacts to recon- 
•sidet the strength of the arguments which he 
had adduced against Barclay^ doctrine. 
This Baipcl^y accordingly did; and fimfing 
them weaker the more he examined them, he 

* Robert Bmrclvft Apology for trae Christha Divinityi p^«Miil- 
ed to Cfaarlei %d, king of Great 0TiUiii» 8k« 
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nlfdtSfJhMtt fais {xrisoii bt*AbeniecBt the-lfeiter 
.M Facts* Some yors afterwards be net snA. 
^P«€ts agab, in Loddon,* who^ after some 
Iwther cosrersatiofi, confessed <that he had 

* been mistaken in his notion of the Quakers ; 

* for he fbond they could make a reasonable 

f 

^ plea for the foondation of their reiigioif.' 
Shortly after, our author translated and ptilv 
lished his letter in £i>gHsh> giving it this^ title ; 
r^. The poss&iltty and necessity of the inward 
^.isaid immediate refektion of the Spirit of Godp 
'towuds the foundation and ground of true 
.^iaith, proved: in a letter writ in Latin to a 

* parson of «{ttality in Holland ; and. now idso 
« put into £nglish> by R. B/ This letter is 
wholly argamentativc ; and it has been cosh 
^ered by jdMse who have read it with ast^- 
tion, as one of the author's most aecurate 
j)il*ce84 1% has roneh of a metaphysical .ca^» 

't ^, • 

* Pacts was then a Commissioner for the Dutch East India Com- 

.nany. When Barcla^f saw him before, he had just returned from an 

•mbassy to SpaiDi fron the Stfttei General* . 
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ftttd-ts rather takulated for iJie learned ami the 
nice discertier^ than^for the igxiorsmt anditttj^; 
?gd was prohMjf on that aecotwiy the moire 
aoceptable to the person to wh^m it was ^ad- 
dressed, and the more impressive* 
r The works of Ro9fi&T Barolat were 
collected after his decease, and published in 
1692, in a folio volume,, entitled * Truth Tri- 

* amphaot, through the Spiritual war£ut, Chris- 

* tian labours, and writings, of that able and 
. ^ faidifiil servant of Jesus Christ, Robs&t 
"^ BAacLAY.' It is still occasionally to be 

;inet with. An edition in diree volumes oetavo, 

'.€Bn'ie<Mit-in 1718 ; but this is now very scarce. 

> Should, however, the first and third volume be 

procured, an Apology completes the set* The 

En^ish Apology itself has been printed eight 

times* in London. Accordingly the London 

^edition of 1780 is called the eighth.. But 

there has been also a Dublin edition, and one 

* Unless. 0q fiftt edition may be excepted, on account ot t^e 
place where it was prinud.Dp( beipg meotiOAed. 
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k hf ge qmto by Baskcmll^ at Birmiogbmi* 
.There it « Datch transhtion* of wM<^ 
there «re two e4itioii$ i oae «a Daniih ; ooe 
in German* of which there are three edmons ; 
one in Spanish, and two in French. The 
French one of 1702 is said to be so iU done 
as to mislead* That of 1797 may be depencied 
on ; bnt in* any difficult case the Latin is the 
best means of deciding** Of the Latin, a second 
edition was published in octavo, 1729, said to 
be * priore emendatior/ * 

Of the Catechism there is one Latin edition 
still extant. The last English edition hi lyS?* 
18 the i2th» Of the Anarchy of the Ranters* 

* In the First Edition pa. 161, the 4th pa. S43, the 6th pa. 843» 
there it a remarkable error mder Prop. 8. Perfeetioiif ^ s. 4thlyy 
▼is. Wko have JMt aiftaintd to everlaalhig Uiit»iBatea4 of, Wh« have 
attained, &c. — Latin, Qiu adepti sunt. The tame error i» in Tmth 
Triumphant, folio, pa. 388, in the German, of 1740, and in the 
French Edition of 1702, p. e7<L The passage ii right in the 5(h, 
pht and 9th, Lond. «vd i» S«i^««vitte*|^ al^p ip the Pfvnun of 16I4 
and 1776, the Dutch of 1757, the French of 1797, and in the Spanish* 
A» epportanky 06 esKmliiiiRf th« ad tnd $i, 99 Pam Sv» £dftioa 
•f Truth Triumpbanlf bM Ml oetwrMl^ . 
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aad UniTeml Lore^ it has been alrtadjr men- 
tioacd that there are editio^t cxuat. 



That it would be gratifying to the writer of 
the foregoing account of the worics of Aobbrt 
Barclay, to kaow it had been the aieaaaof 
iBcreasiBg the number of dieir readers, is of 
small importance ; but if, by reacfing ^lem, or 
a part of them, any persons shouM be induced 
to adopt and put in practice the truths which 
Barclay recommends, the result to themsdves 
may be both important and happy. 

The mind, especially when not much ac^ 
customed to dwell on religious considerations, 
is not always disposed to adrert to serious 
subjects* Sometimes, however, and particu- 
larly in youth, there are seasons when anxiety 
respecting the concerns of a future life will 
prevail ; and disturb the joy, which the pursuit, 
and the acqmrement, of the pleasant things 
of time are wont to afford. 
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' 'Happy Whf'ihait these uitemiptk>tift are en^^ 
perienced:* for they brfaig iato ^iew greaser ^ 
aod more permanent pleasures. On such occa«» 
stooSf religion comes for the porpofe of bring* 
i^g balm to ^ foul, and bf alleviating hs 
burthens ; not to increase iu oppressions. 
' The restiyonts of a religiptts life ar&^ indeed* 
sometimes. irksome; though prioapally^ at the 
entrasce* and less so as we proceed ; but in pro** 
pKkrUon.as the mind is willing to suffer a sense 
of^tts weaknesses. and wants to remain uponit* 
without seekJDg relief from dissipation, (taking 
that word ip its least offensive meaningt) it 
will the less feel those restraints to be irksome, •. 
beqause it will know them to be ;tbe harbingers 
of more peifect freedom. 

-. In this state of mind a review of the expe- 
rience of those who have more largely tasted 
both of the bitterness and the sweetness of a 
religious life, who haye borne the cross, and 
felt the consolation, of Christianity, will, at 
times, be a delightful recreation. Among the.. 
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number of these cheering and instructive .exam- 
ples» maybe considered that of the man» iidiose. 
religious labours have been exhibited in this 
yolume. Though Robeut Barclay deals 
more in argument, than in narrative, yet his 
writings contain much encouragement to sin- 
cere hearted persons, travelling through the 
temptations of time, to the rewards of eternity. 
These writings also deserve particular com- 
mendation on this account, that they beu* 
strong and ample testimony to Christ,— the sure* 
refuge of the weary soul. The most feeble 
persevering Christian may be animated with 
the hope of reaching that sare refuge, when 
he reflects, that his Lord hath declared to the 
least, as well as to the greatest servant in his- 
*^ family, << Him that cometh to me, I will 
•* in no wise cast out.'* 

FINIS* 



W; PhiUips, Frinlet. 



» ( • i 



•9 • •• 



i / 



* • 



I . -.1 :• ;•;.*• :■ 



< • 




3 2044 029 881 216 




=^.^j^: 







